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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

We would like to wish you and your family a happy New 

Year and a warm welcome back to the Spring term. 

It has been so lovely walking around the school and 

talking with students.  They are happy to be back and 

are really engaging in their learning.   

We sometimes forget how resilient our young people 

are and how they adapt quicker than us.  I am also 

really pleased at how caring and considerate they are 

towards each other and this is shown in the way they 

are around the school.  They should be really proud of 

themselves, as we are of them and you should also be, 

as parents/guardians.   

You will be aware that onsite Lateral Flow Device (LFD) 

testing took place on Tuesday 4th January, following the 

DfE announcement requiring all students to be tested 

before the start of the new term.  We performed over 

700 tests on site that day and I would like to say a huge 

thank you to the staff team who volunteered to come 

in on their day off, in order to start the new term on the 

originally planned day of Wednesday 5th January.  I 

would also like to thank all parents/guardians for their 

support and to the students for coming on the day. 

Please can I ask that you encourage your child to test 

on an LFD twice a week, on a Sunday and Wednesday 

and inform both NHS Test & Trace and the school of the 

result.  We will be issuing more LFD 

test kits on Monday to students who 

want them.   

Covid-19 Rule Changes  

All students and staff are expected to wear face 

masks/shields, unless exempt, at all times around the 

school and in classrooms. These can be removed in 

communal areas when they are eating and drinking.   

The DfE re-implemented this due to the rising number 

of Covid-19 cases nationally and this will be reviewed 

at the end of the month.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all students and staff for 

undertaking this change so quickly.   

Self-isolation has also changed, as follows, from 

Monday 17th January: 

• Staff and students who test positive for Covid-19 

will now only need to self isolate for 5 days.  

• If they then test negative on an LFD test on day 5 

and 6, they can return to school or work, as long as 

they have no further symptoms.   

• If they continue to have symptoms, they need to 

complete self-isolation for the full 10 days.     

• Anyone who is double-vaccinated and is in close 

proximity of a positive case, no longer has to self 

isolate.  You are, however, advised to do LFT tests 

on days 1, 4 and 7.   

• As of Tuesday 11th January 2022, if you have no 

Covid-19 symptoms and you test positive on an LFD 

then no PCR test is required to confirm that you 

have Covid-19.  You must still self-isolate, however, 

using the guidance above. 
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All of our staff and students have adapted remarkably 

well to these changes in such a short time.  We are 

having to learn to live with coronavirus and are 

committed to keeping the school open, as we really do 

not want to shut year groups down, due to staffing 

issues.   Should too many staff members become ill, we 

may have to do this as we just cannot get supply staff 

as, yet again there is a national shortage. This will, 

however, be the last resort and we are keeping our 

fingers crossed that it will not be needed.   

At present, the school is operating as normal, with all 

the necessary Covid-19 safety measures implemented.  

This does seems to be working and the number of cases 

across the school remains low.   

We are, on average, experiencing three to five positive 

cases a week and we would ask for your continued 

support that, if your child shows any symptoms of 

Covid-19, you keep them at home and that you test 

them as soon as you can.  

 

Re-Development of Sandy Secondary School 

We are pleased to inform you that, as of Monday 17th 

January 2022, the redevelopment work of the school 

(that was approved last year by Central Bedfordshire 

Council), will be starting outside, at the front of the 

school.  

Central Bedfordshire Council’s contractors will be 

starting with the school’s car park, as it is far too small 

for the number of staff we currently have 

on site.  There will be some disruption to 

the front of the school, as the raised 

grassed areas will be removed and the whole area re-

surfaced to increase the number of parking spaces.  

The school and the car park will be closing from 

5.00pm every night throughout the works, which will 

take approximately six weeks.  This however, will not 

affect the students, but may affect yourselves if you 

are picking up or dropping off your child during the 

school day.   

Please also remember that the car park gates are 

closed  every day between 2.30pm—3.00pm for 

student safety. 

 

Examinations 

This week students in Year 10 have been sitting mock 

examinations with external public examinations also 

being undertaken in some areas.     

At present, we still do not have any information from 

the examination boards or JCQ, as to what will be 

covered in the examinations, as promised by the DfE.  

However, these organisations do have until 7th 

February to issue this to schools.   

It is almost certain that examination will take place, 

but  there could also be some element of teacher 

assessment used, to help calculate the final grade.  It 

is, therefore, really important that all students who are 

sitting examinations this year, work to the very best of 

their ability in any assessment or piece of work, as well 

as in mock examinations.   

Students in Year 11 and 13 have their second round of 

mock examinations scheduled for February 2022. 
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Revision Materials  

We will be sending home hard copies, as well as the 

virtual copies of revision guides and materials already 

issued as we feel these are really helpful to support 

students with revision and in preparation for 

examinations.   

Students in Year 11 will also have additional revision 

guidance on Wednesday 26th January.   

Please note: we are also planning on holding February 

half term intervention sessions, from Monday to 

Wednesday, for selected students to come into school 

and gain additional support, working with subject 

teachers further.  These will be sent by email, so please 

do check your inboxes regularly for the information. 

We have several trainee teachers joining us this term 

for a number of weeks and I would like to extend them 

all a very warm welcome to Sandy Secondary School. 

I am also pleased to introduce some new staff 

members who also join us this term—Mrs C Moutrey is 

our new afternoon receptionist, while Mrs F Thomas 

joins us on Monday 17th January as Attendance 

Administrator while Miss Doke takes maternity leave.  

We wish them all well as they take on their new roles. 

 

I would like to finish this edition taking the opportunity 

to thank you all for your continued support, and hope 

that you all have an enjoyable weekend. 

 

 Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

FUN Raffle 2022 

 

We are very grateful to Sandy Rotary 
Club for including us in their Spring 
Raffle.   

There are lots of fantastic prizes to be 
won, but we also get to keep 50% of 
the proceeds to use in school for the 
benefit of the students.  

Tickets cost £1 each or £5 per book 
and can be purchased via ParentPay.   

The prizes include: 

  A Warner Leisure Holiday 

 Personal Training Sessions 

 A River Cruise  

And many more - please see poster 
included later in Spotlight, for more 
details. 
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Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Students will be engaging with the topic of Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) in in their SMSC sessions 
delivered in form time over the next seven weeks.  
 
The purpose of the upcoming curriculum is to provide knowledge and understanding of safe and healthy 
relationships based on respect.  This is to encourage the development of safe and healthy relationships 
throughout life.  The subject is designed to help children from all backgrounds build positive and safe 
relationships, and to thrive in modern Britain.  
 
As highlighted in the RSE information letter sent to all parents/guardians before the Christmas holidays, 
you do have a right to withdraw your child from sex education delivered as part of RSE in secondary 
schools which, unless there are exceptional circumstances, will be granted up to three terms before your 
child turns 16.  At this point, if the child themselves wishes to receive sex  education, rather than be 
withdrawn, we will make arrangements for this to happen in one of the three terms before the child turns 
16 - the legal age of sexual consent.  
 
There is no right to withdraw from Relationships Education at secondary level and we believe the content 
of these subjects – such as family, friendship, safety (including online safety) – are important for all 
children to be taught.  However, we are confident you will share our enthusiasm for the successful 
implementation of the new SMSC curriculum, which we feel will benefit all of our students.  
 
The updated RSE policy and topic overview can be located on the main school website (SMSC section.)  
 
You are welcome to contact me using, RSEcommunication@sandysecondaryschool.com to discuss the 
programme further, or if you have any questions. 
  
 
Kind regards   
 
 
Mrs G Anderson  
Assistant Principal 

Safeguarding for Parents/Guardians 

mailto:RSEcommunication@sandysecondaryschool.com
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FREE Parent / Caregiver Webinar on County Lines 

Our partners at PACE (Parents Against Child Exploitation) are hosting an interactive webinar sharing what criminal 

exploitation is (including county lines) and how to spot signs it may be happening to your child or a child you 

know.  

They cover what it looks like in your local area and where to get advice and support if you are concerned. 

The interactive webinar will also give you the opportunity to ask questions, share concerns and connect with 

others.  

• Learn what county lines is 

• Understand what is happening in your local area 

• Understand the signs that your child might be at risk 

Learn how offenders groom and exploit children 
The webinar will be hosted live over zoom, once you have registered they will send you the log in details for 
joining. 
 

https://bedswebinar.eventbrite.com 

 

Online Sexual Harassment Information 
Please see below links to the press release and downloadable guidance and poster (also attached) for online 

sexual harassment for your information.  

Read the press release:  Talking to your child about online sexual harassment: a guide for parents 
Download the guidance: Parents guide: talking to your child about online sexual harassment (PDF) 
Download the poster:  Talking to your child about online sexual harassment (PDF) 

 

Contact us  
For any feedback to the information we are sharing or any safeguarding concerns please  
email: safeguarding.education@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk. 

Parent 

Webinar_Bedfordshire.pdf

cco_talking_to_your

_child_about_online_sexual_harassment_poster_for_parents_2021[3].pdf

Safeguarding for Parents/Guardians—Training 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/K1PpCg2L1UYm8Nju1OdcP?domain=linktochange.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Gb9lCN09QtMMkojumjKiJ?domain=linkprotect.cudasvc.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Hy_rCO8yVC2213vUvQaEt?domain=linkprotect.cudasvc.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/mPCqCPQZXI55zQ3c1neDC?domain=linkprotect.cudasvc.com
mailto:safeguarding.education@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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