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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

I have to say it is really nice to see all the students 
back and some normality return to school.  
Although we have still kept some Covid-19 
measures in place, we are happy for staff and 
students not to wear a face mask or shield around 
the school, with the expectation that we all use 
hand sanitizers or wash our hands as often as 
possible. 

Excellent Start to the New Academic Year 

I would like to say thank you to all of you for the 
wonderful way your children have started this 
academic year.   They look fantastic and it has been 
really pleasing to walk around the school and see 
so many  happy, smiling, faces, fully engaged in 
their learning.  It was also lovely to see so many 
students in Year 7; several of whom we had already 
met as they had attended our Summer School.  I 
have to say how smart the students look in the 
revised uniform (pleated skirts and knee length 
shorts) and I would like to congratulate all students 
on the excellent start to the new term. 

We are really hoping that there will be a lot less 
disruption to our students’ learning this year, now  
that the regulations about positive Covid-19 cases, 
and how we deal with them in school, has 
changed.   

We no longer have to send home students, or staff, 
who have had close contact with the affected 
person, if they are under 18 years old, or have 
been double vaccinated.  We will, however, be 
recommending that close contacts get a PCR test 
done   

If your child does display symptoms of Covid-19, 
we would still ask that you keep them at home and 

get a PCR test carried out.  This virus has not gone 
away, but we do need to learn to adapt how we 
live with it and reduce its spread and impact 
across the community, both within and outside 
school. 

I had the pleasure of spending some time with 
our students in Year 12 for their induction into 
our Sixth Form, which was led by our Sixth Form 
Leadership Team of Mrs Hinson, Mr Levesley, Mr 
Waller and Mrs Chinn.  Mr Waller set the group 
one of the most testing and innovative challenges 
yet, based on MasterChef and 60 Minute 
Makeover.   

I have to say I was overwhelmed by the level of 
skill and innovation the students had in creating a 
two-course meal from a box of mystery items and 
then make and decorate a picnic table.   It was 
fantastic to see the year group working together 
and really supporting each other.  They also had a 
great deal of fun, as well as learning, from this 
experience. 

I have also spent some time in various different 
induction sessions and House Assemblies 
throughout the week, and I have been so 
impressed by the positive attitude and motivation 
of our students; they are a real credit to 
themselves and their families.  

LFT Testing 

I would like to thank all the staff who have been 
involved in the LFT testing process, especially over 
the weekend, so that we could return the 
students to school in their year groups, as stated 
in our letters.   

The Government had given schools the flexibility 
to stagger students returning to school this week, 



Issue 1, 10th September 2021 

01767 680598 
www.sandysecondaryschool.com 

with the option that the whole school did not have 
to return until Monday 13th September.  We did 
not want to do that and, therefore, organised to 
test from Thursday 2nd September (one of our 
training days) right the way through to Friday 10th 
September.   

We introduced this testing system so that we met 
all the DfE requirements of all students being 
offered, and taking, two LFT tests within three to 
five days of each other at the start of the new 
academic year.  We will then revert back to asking 
students to take home LFT tests from Sunday 12th 
September, twice a week (usually on a Sunday and 
a Wednesday) until at least the end of September, 
when the process will be reviewed.   

Although LFT testing may not be 100% accurate, it 
can give a strong indication of Covid-19 being 
present in a person and then allow them to be 
tested through a PCR test, to try and stop the 
spread of this virus.  Anyone testing positive does 
still need to self isolate for 10 days, regardless of 
whether they have been vaccinated.   

We would ask that you not only report your test 
results to the NHS, using Test and Trace, but you 
also report them to us using the link below, so that 
we are able to take the necessary actions in school 
as quickly as possible, as we do not receive any 
information from the NHS. 

Instructions for submitting a test result 
using the School’s LFT Google Form: 

 
Navigate to the school website:   
www.sandysecondaryschool.com. 

1. A popup message will appear, read the text 
and then click on the ‘Google Form’ button.  If the 
popup message does not appear, you can find a 
link under the 'Covid-19 Guidance' tab. 

2. This will load up the Google Form to submit the 

test 

 If the form does not load and a purple box 
appears with the text ‘You Need Permission’, 
please try the following: 
Navigate to www.google.com. 

 In the top right of the page, click on the circle.   
This should bring up a box with a list of your 
accounts, including the one you are signed into. 

 Select your child’s school account. This will 
be: ‘firstname.lastname@sandysecondary.net’.  If 
this does not appear click the 'add account' 
button. 

 Login into the account using your child's 
school email and password. 

 Complete step 1 onwards.  This should enable 
access to the form.  
Once the form has loaded, check you are on the 
correct account, then complete the form.  If the 
current account is wrong, click the switch account 
button, and log in to the correct student account.  

Start of School 

Please be aware that school starts at 8.30am 
and students should be on the tennis courts and 

lined up in their tutor groups from 8.25am, after 

which time the student gate will be closed by 

8.35am, for safeguarding.  Students who arrive 

after this time will have to go to the main 
entrance at the front of the school to sign in, 
giving the reason for their lateness. 

Travelling To and From School 

Dropping off - please can I ask  that, if you are 
dropping your child(ren) off at the beginning of 
the school day, this should be by 8.25am. , as this 
is the time the students should be lined up on the 
tennis courts.  If you are dropping off by car, 
please drive to the top gate (by the nursery 
entrance) and go around the roundabout and 

http://www.sandysecondaryschool.com/
http://www.google.com/
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then drop them near the student entrance.  We do 
ask that you do not park outside the school, on the 
road outside the school, or use the school car park. 

Picking up 

If you are picking up your child(ren), please can i 
ask that you do not park on the road that the 
school is on (Medusa Way) or the other side of the 
bollards (where Medusa Way continues).  Please 
can you ask your child to meet you further up 
Engayne Avenue—we now have nearly 1200 
children and an increase in the number of buses 
and these need to be able to travel in and out of 
the school safely.  We would also ask that if you 
are waiting in the immediate vicinity of the school, 
you do not block our neighbours driveways and 
you also turn your engine off, as they can be very 
disruptive to the local community. 

Work on Site 

The school has been a hive of activity over the 
summer.  Not only did we have two wonderful 
weeks of Summer School, which the staff, students  
who attended and I, all really enjoyed, we have 
also had some building work start on site.  This is 
for the creation of two new additional classrooms 
and a new outdoor lunch area, which will be 
completed by the end of September.   

In 2015, when I took over as Principal, the school 
was not even half full, so it was fantastic to see this 
year, that are year groups are full and the school 
has really come alive.   

We are in the process of completing plans for a 
proposed new development for a brand new 
teaching block and a Football Academy for SEND 
students, and we hope construction will start by 
the end of this year for possible completion by the 
end of 2022.  Please be assured this will not disrupt 
the school or the learning of your children, as we 
have already put in place proactive measures to 

take account of this. 

Charity Event 

As in previous years, we want to raise as much 
funding as possible for Macmillan Cancer Support.  
We are, therefore, we are holding a non-school 
uniform day with a treat for a donation of £2.00 
on Friday 24th September.  A letter, giving full 
details of how your child can get a ticket has been 
sent out.  Copies are also on our Facebook page 
and our website.  We really hope to be able to 
donate at least £1500 to the charity, and we 
would be grateful if you could support us, if you 
are able. 

Homework 

Homework for students in Years 7 to 11 will start  
to be issued from Monday 13th September.  Please 
see the letter that Mr Preston, Head of School, has 
sent regarding this.  Again, copies will be on our 
Facebook pages and our website. 

Have a good weekend 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Breakfast Snack Pod 

The school snack pod, at the back of 

school, will now be open in the 

morning’s from 8am for students to 

purchase breakfast. 
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Break/Lunchtime Seating  

Due to the increased popularity of the school we 

now have more students than ever before. To 

ensure that we meet the needs of our students we 

have therefore invested heavily in additional 

facilities to be used at break and lunch time. We 

now have a large marquee that is situated at the 

back of the school and that is open to all students. 

The marquee is fully enclosed with heating and air 

conditioning. The marquee also has a large number 

of tables with seating, as well as space for students 

who wish to stand. In addition to this, we have 

opened up more outside spaces for students, with 

the use of the Tennis Courts for those students 

who would like to play football.  

We have also purchased new outdoor seating for 

students. Some of the new benches are situated 

near our second food serving area at the back of 

the school, while others have been purchased for 

our memorial garden. The memorial garden is 

undergoing some further improvements, with a 

new covered seating area and raised flower beds. 

This area will be opened up to students for use 

from October half-term.  

We are constantly working to improve our facilities 

and the site for the benefit of our students, and we 

look forward to further improvements being made 

through the completion of our building work which 

is due to start in the new year.  

Mr A Rutter 

Vice Principal 

Student Absence 

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask 

that parents/guardians contact us every single 

day that your child is absent from school.  This 

can be done in a number of ways: 

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 123  

 � Text: 07624 804702 

 Email: attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com  

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure 

all students arrive safely at school every morning, 

when expected. 

If your child has an appointment and need to 

leave school during the day please email 

attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com  to notify 

us in advance with copies of any letters you may 

have received .  Please ask your child to meet you 

in the main foyer at the time you have agreed with 

them. 

Breakfast Snack Pod 

The school snack pod, at the back of 

school, will now be open in the 

morning’s from 8am for students to 

purchase breakfast. 
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