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ENGLISH learning coming up … 

 

English Language 

 

Students are working 
on writing stories in 
their language lessons.  

Some helpful resources can be found here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwjsyrd/
revision/1 
 
 
English Literature 
 
Students are continuing 
with their study of the 
novel ‘Holes’ by Louis 
Sachar.  
 
The film version is an 
excellent representation 
of the novel, so watching it would help with 
understanding.  
 

Welcome to our SEND Sandy Spotlight.  In this 
newsletter, you will find information about the different 
learning topics and tasks that you will be completing at 
school after half term.  Some of your teachers have 
added weblinks for videos that share further 
information about what you will be learning.  There will 
also be information about various events both at school 
and through Central Bedfordshire.   

We hope you have all had a lovely half term at Sandy 
Secondary School and we look forward to seeing you 
again next half term.  

Meet the Team! 

If you have a question or a worry during the school day, 
please come down to REACH where one of us will be 
happy to help and support you. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Smith (SENCO) 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Alderton 
(Assistant SENCO) 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Walton-Smith 
(Learning Support 

Manager) 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Robinson  
(EHCP Co-ordinator) 

 

 

 

Ms Barrowcliffe  
(REACH Manager) 

 

Parents/Guardians: if you have any questions during 
the academic year or would like to arrange a telephone  
appointment with one of the team members, please 
email asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwjsyrd/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwjsyrd/revision/1
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MUSIC learning coming up … 

 

We will continue to study Core Skills, including 

rhythm and pitch.  

We will then explore using our voices to perform. 

We will sing in small groups and as a whole class to 

build our confidence and technique through 

looking at singing in different contexts, including  

 

• call & response 

• Rounds 

• experimental 

music  

• choral singing 

GEOGRAPHY learning coming up … 

 

What is my place 

in the world?  

 

What makes a 

place?  

 

It is defined as a specific point in space regardless 

of features or human significance.  Locations 

become places through human actions and 

thoughts.  Place is the physical and human 

characteristics of a location.  

 

This unit looks at Sandy’s place in the world, how 

human and physical characteristics interact to 

create this unique environment.  

 

This incorporates a fieldwork element to develop 

key geographic skills of enquiry, data collection 

and analysis.  

ART learning coming up … 

 

We will be continuing with the Under the Water 

project.  All students will have looked at Jason 

Vincent Scarpace and will now be studying his 

work further, through painting and drawing. 

Students will then develop their on Scarpace 

inspired fish, demonstrating their knowledge of 

colour, line and 

tone.  This response 

to the artist will then 

be created on an A3 

sheet using block or 

poster paint. 
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DRAMA learning coming up … 

 

What students will be looking at:  

In Drama during this coming term, students in Year 

7 will be looking into our Scheme of Work, 

Darkwood Manor.  

 

They will be exploring how to create tension and 

atmosphere in a series of listening exercises.  

There will be the opportunity to engage in 

developing physical theatre knowledge and skills, 

which will allow students to work in groups and 

build positive relationships, built on trust.  

Students will be engaging in a range of different 

drama techniques, both theoretically and 

practically.  

 

All students will be given the opportunity to 

develop their drama knowledge creatively and 

build their confidence throughout.  The skills that 

will be developed will be transferrable and not 

only valuable during drama but elsewhere in their 

educational journey.  

 

How students will be assessed:  

 

Students are assessed in four 

different areas throughout their learning in Year 7. 

These are; creating, performing, responding and 

evaluating.  This term, students will be assessed 

through a practical assessment, where they will be 

asked to showcase their creative drama skills in a 

series of performance material that they would 

have created in mini groups.  

 

Useful tasks in order to prepare for this scheme of 

work:  

Have a look at some spooky stories for kids, why 

not be creative and make some up of your own 

ready to share with your class? 

 

Helps develop drama technique/terminology 

understanding: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=zSrGYe-IoGw  

 

Watch this video in order to prepare for taking part 

in physical theatre: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=P_HfdiC7tZU  

 

You could watch The Curious Incident of The Dog in 

The Night- Time to further your knowledge of 

physical theatre.  It is also great fun to watch! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSrGYe-IoGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSrGYe-IoGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_HfdiC7tZU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_HfdiC7tZU
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SCIENCE learning coming up … 

Reactions (7a1, 7a2, 7b3, 7c2) 

In this topic, students will develop what they 
learned about the properties of materials at Key 
Stage 2 to explore the physical and chemical 
properties of metals and non-metals.  They will 
apply these properties to uses of specific metals 
and non-metals.  Students will learn about the 
characteristics of chemical change, and they will 
explore some specific types of chemical reaction, 
such as reactions of acids with some metals, 
oxidation and displacement reactions, and they 
will consider the products formed during each 
reaction.  Students will practise describing and 
explaining these reactions using particle diagrams 
and word equations.  
 
In Year 7, you will learn how reactions can be used 
to determine a reactivity series.  For example, by 
comparing reactions of different metals with an 
acid, and by displacement reactions.  
 
The students study reactions in the context of 
acids and alkalis, considering the reactions the two 
together as well as the reactions of acids with 
metals and carbonates.  The relevance of acids and 
alkalis to our everyday lives is considered, as are 
the applications of neutralisation reactions.  The 
students learn about the pH scale and compare 
the uses of different indicators.  

Earth (7a1, 7a2, 7b3, 7c2) 
 
This topic covers the science of ‘what’s beneath 
us’ and ‘what’s above us’.  
 
The first part of the topic offers a taxonomy of 
types of rocks and a process that links them, in the 
form of the rock cycle.  It offers a good opportunity 
to observe characteristics of rocks and reconcile 
them with the narrative of a process that often 
(but not always) happens incredibly slowly. 

 
The second part of the topic is about the Earth in 
Space.  Again, this relates to observations and 
making sense of them by using a model to develop 
explanations. This also involves starting to 
appreciate extremely long timescales, but also 
huge distances as well. The topic finishes with a 
look at the way that models are used in science. 
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SCIENCE learning coming up … 

Matter (7a3, 7a4, 7b1, 7b2 7c1, 7c3) 
 
In this topic, students will develop what they 
learned about states of matter in Key Stage 2 to 
explain the properties of solids, liquids and gases 
using the particle model. They will learn to apply 
the standard model to explain particular 
phenomena, such as changes of state, thermal 
expansion, diffusion, density, concentration and 
pressure. Students develop use of scientific 
terminology to explain processes such as changes 
of state and diffusion.  
 
Students will extend and further develop their 
ideas on separation from Key Stage 2.  For 
example, revisiting the use of sieving and 
developing this to include filtration.  New 
separation techniques (chromatography and 
distillation) are introduced.   
 
Students investigate dissolving and there is a focus 
on developing and extending the students’ use of 
technical language to describe processes, for 
example solvent, solute, solution.   
 
Students describe the uses of different separation 
techniques and explain the differences between 
the substances that allow each method to be used 
successfully. 

Genes (7a3, 7a4, 7b1, 7b2 7c1, 7c3) 

In this topic, students will learn about the 
variation between and within species, and the 
causes and types of variation.  They will learn 
about the importance of variation within a species 
to prevent extinction of the species.   
 
Students will learn about human reproductive 
systems, including the menstrual cycle.  They will 
study how a foetus develops, supported by the 
mother and will consider the effects of various 
substances on a developing foetus. 
 
Within this topic, there are lots of opportunities 
for developing graph skills, including plotting and 
analysing both bar charts and line graphs.  
 
Students also have the opportunity to critique 
claims and explore what is meant by bias in 
sources of information using the context of the 
effects of smoking in pregnancy.  They are 
encouraged to use information to form a reasoned 
opinion.  
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RELIGIOUS learning coming up … 

 
We are studying the topic of Sikhism for the rest 

of this half-term.  Students will be learning about 

the key beliefs of Sikhism. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfjpyrd  

Learning outcomes 

This study of Sikhism will help your students to 

develop: 

• respect of Sikhism, through knowing more 

about the religion 

• religious language specific to Sikhism 

• an awareness of how Sikhism is a way of life, 

not just a religion knowledge of the key 

beliefs and practices of Sikhism. 

Lessons: 

• Introduction and baseline 

• Key beliefs 

• First and tenth Guru 

• Sikh Worship 

• Living as a Sikh (in the UK) 

• Significant places and end of unit assessment 

HISTORY learning coming up … 

 

We are studying the topic of the Norman 
Conquest and Medieval England. 

 

Lessons: 

• How did Harold Godwinson die? 

• Why did the Normans win the Battle of 
Hastings?  

• How did William take control of England? 

• How did the feudal system help William gain 
control? 

• What was the significance of the Doomsday 
Book? 

• What was life like in a medieval village? 

• How did William keep control—Motte and 
Bailey Castles 

• Why did Castles develop and change? 

 

Some useful Website and Videos 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=wiaCId6pANI&index=4&list=PL7s6yINTQTjgOL
nRo0XZjCPgSsB4F-SdT 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=txA48AcJNmg 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RXXDThkJ3Ew 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfjpyrd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiaCId6pANI&index=4&list=PL7s6yINTQTjgOLnRo0XZjCPgSsB4F-SdT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiaCId6pANI&index=4&list=PL7s6yINTQTjgOLnRo0XZjCPgSsB4F-SdT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiaCId6pANI&index=4&list=PL7s6yINTQTjgOLnRo0XZjCPgSsB4F-SdT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiaCId6pANI&index=4&list=PL7s6yINTQTjgOLnRo0XZjCPgSsB4F-SdT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txA48AcJNmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txA48AcJNmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txA48AcJNmg
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P.E. learning coming up … 

 This 

In Year 7, during term two, 
we will be continuing to 
work on a carousel across 
the invasion game   
activities, focusing on an 
understanding of the rules 
and implementation of basic 
skills such as passing, 
shooting, attacking and  
defending.  These will be in 
practices in some more  
competitive situations. 

 Girls 1: Hockey 
 
• Dribbling 
• Passing 
• Receiving 
• Attacking 
• Defending 

Boys 1: Football 
 
• Passing 
• Receiving 
• Attacking 
• Defending 

Girls 2: Football 
 
• Passing 
• Receiving 
• Attacking 
• Defending 

Boys 2: Rugby 
 
• Passing 
• Receiving 
• Tackling (bag) 

  

MATHS  learning coming up …  

 

Over the next 7 weeks in Maths we will be covering 2 to 3 units on the following subjects, depending on 

if your child is studying the Theta or Delta scheme of work. 

Theta students will be studying… 

Area, Volume, Statistics, Graphs, Charts, Expressions and Equations.  

 

Delta students will be studying … 

Number Skills, Expressions, Functions, Formulae and Fractions.  

 

Access to both schemes of work are available via Edulink with 

supportive videos and questions available on Mathswatch and 

ActiveLearn. 

There will also be access to Timestables Rockstars, so make 

sure they are completing regularly to win a certificate in a 

variety of categories … or even better make our Hall of Fame at the end of the year. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_men%27s_national_hockey_team
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DANCE learning coming up … 

Next half term, we will be moving onto the 

Thriller. In this unit of work they will learn a phrase 

in the style of Michael Jackson, look at the term 

stimulus and how they can be used to create 

movement ideas.  

Students will be working in groups of 4 or 5 to 

create and perform their sequences.   

READING is for Everyone! 

School-wide Literacy!  We are lucky enough to 

have access to a great literacy resource, which will 

help you to find different books to read.  

On our website, Miss Lally has put reading lists for 

each year group and each key stage.  The reading 

book lists includes books for specific interests. 

When you find a book that you might be 

interested in, you can read the blurb, watch videos 

about the book and read a short extract from the 

book to see if it is of interest to you.  This is a great 

way to find new reading books, and to read books 

from different genres.  There is a book on there for 

everyone!  

To access this all you need to do is go to https://
www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/11089.  
Once you have followed this link, use the 
password: 
Sandy1234.  
 
Now you can look 
though all the 
books to help find 
the perfect 

reading book 
for you!  

ICT learning coming up … 

In ICT you will be creating 

web pages using Hyper Text 

Mark-up Language (HTML) 

• Introduction to HTML Tags 

• Formatting Text using HTML 

• Inserting images onto a webpage using HTML  

LANGUAGES learning coming up ... 

 

In French you will be 

learning words 

associated with  free 

time, for example: TV 

programmes, films and 

music. You will learn to speak and write sentences 

related to these topics.  

 

In Spanish you will be 

learning how to speak 

about your personal 

details. 

https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/11089
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/11089
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY learning coming up … 

In Year 7, students rotate between four different elements of Design Technology.  These are: Cooking, 

Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials.  Students will spend 10 weeks in each subject area. 

COOKING 

Students will gain an understanding of the  
principles of good nutrition.  They will develop their 
knowledge of the Eatwell Guide, the 8 Tips for 
Healthy Eating, food labelling and calorie  
balance.  Students will also gain an understanding of 
macro and micronutrients.  
We will begin to explore the sources of food,          
looking specifically at where our foods come from, 
as well as how it is processed.  We will explore the 
factors that affect food choices and begin to look at 
special diets. 
Students will have the opportunity to cook a range 
of foods, with the focus being on  
developing  their skills in  
order to safely prepare dishes, 
mostly, savoury.   
There is also a strong focus  
on food hygiene and  
making sure that the food  
you prepare is safe to eat. 

GRAPHICS 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Students will be gaining knowledge and  
understanding of the design process by looking at a 
task analysis, existing product research and drawing 
skills.  
 
Students will complete the process of creating an 
initial idea by designing a toy.  They then follow this 
process all the way through to generating a final 
design for an action figure and a comic book.  
 
Practical work focuses on using computers to  
produce a final design for the action figure using         
Tinkercad, followed by 3D  
printing.    
 
Students will be  
designing and making packaging  
using craft knives and  
vacuum former.  

TEXTILES 

Students focus on understanding fibre and fabric 
choices to make a phone case or drinks coaster that 
links to sustainability.  
 
Students look at existing product research,             
ACCESSFM and explore hand sewn techniques to 
achieve lesson objectives.  
 
They explore design ideas using  
peer assessment and feedback  
to support a final idea using the  
design brief and product criteria. 

RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Students will be focusing on understanding of 3rd 
Angle orthographic projection and technical       
manufacturing drawings.   
 
Students will also learn about material properties of 
hard and soft woods.  Students will complete some 
practical activities in the workshop based on  
traditional woodworking skills.  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

There are lots of useful websites which share 

information to support you and your children.  On 

this page, we have shared some websites which 

you might like to look at.  

 

Central Bedfordshire Local Offer  and Bedford 

Borough Local Offer.  Both of these resources 

share information for families about local clubs as 

well as links to support services available. 

Central Bedfordshire Local  Offer: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer 

Bedford Borough Local Offer:  https://

localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/

home.page 

 

 

Kooth is a fantastic resource which supports young 

people and their mental wellbeing.  Kooth offers  

free, safe and anonymous support. https://

www.kooth.com/. 

 

Groudwork Luton and Bedfordshire 

offer targeted youth work to young 

people aged between 11to 18 years 

old.  The services they offer range from 1-1 

support and groups work support. https://

www.groundwork.org.uk/hubs/east/services/   

 

Autism Bedfordshire is an 

excellent resource which offers 

support and guidance, to break down barriers to 

social participation.  They have specialist trained 

staff who will help build young people’s 

confidence, self-esteem and social skills. https://

www.autismbedfordshire.net/ 

Ambitious about Autism 

have created a wide range 

of easy-reads, templates, top tips and posters that 

families and young people can download.  More 

information can be found at https://

www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/information-

about-autism/coronavirus-and-autism/resources?

fbclid=IwAR1KoAfs4c0UWUl7n5KQA45AgSlt1YA3X

B1d8d2EBaSgcFNcDtjgMO6bPmA  

Outside-iN offer support 

and advice for families and 

young people with ADHD and ASD.  They offer 

training, coaching and support  with social skills, 

communication skills, emotion management, 

anger management and lots more! https://

outsidein-solutions.com/ 

 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page
https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://www.autismbedfordshire.net/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
https://outsidein-solutions.com/
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Central Bedfordshire SENDIASS team offer 

information, support and advice for parents and 

guardians of children and young people with 

Special educational needs and disabilities.  

 

The service is available to support children in 

educational settings. You can contact their 

telephone helpline between 9.00am-3.00pm 

Monday to Friday on 0300 300 8088 alternatively 

you can email them at 

sendiass@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  

 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/141/

central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_

and_disability_information_advice_and_support_s

ervice 

For more information about what Central 

Bedfordshire have to offer, please check out the 

local offer website at: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

SNAP Parent Carer Forum (PCF)  are a 

pro-active group of people who work 

with education, health, social care and 

many other organisations to help influence and 

improve local services for children and young 

people. You can find out more, and join the group 

following this link: https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/

special_educational_needs_and_disability_-

_local_offer/138/

support_for_parents_and_carers/2 

 

Carers in Bedfordshire offer support for anyone 

who cares for another member of their household. 

There are lots of different groups, activities and 

support online. They offer a community for you to 

share common experiences  with each other, 

receive peer support and peer mentoring. https://

carersinbeds.org.uk/ 

 

Bedford Open Door are a charity offering  free and 

confidential counselling for young people aged 13-

25.  This support can be received over the phone 

or online. http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/ 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer/141/central_bedfordshire_special_educational_needs_and_disability_information_advice_and_support_service
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
https://carersinbeds.org.uk/
http://www.bedfordopendoor.org.uk/
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Central Bedfordshire Diagnosis Support Pack 

The diagnosis support pack is for families 

following a neurodiversity diagnosis and contains 

information, resources and signposting in a 

variety of media. It is split into 14 different 

sections . 

The pack has been co-produced with the help of 

parents, young people, parent carer forums,  

CAMHs and Education Psychology.  

For more information please follow the web link 

below or scan the QR code. 

https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/beds-

luton-community-paediatrics/diagnosis-support-pack 

Online Learning Module 

Central Bedfordshire Council are offering parents, 

guardians and professionals the opportunity to 

complete a free online learning module.  This 

module is designed to help everyone gain an 

understanding of how to support children and 

young people. For more information about the 

course, please go to this web page:  https://

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/131/

early_years_schools_and_multiagency 

 

If we can offer any further support and guidance, 

please contact us at 

asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com 

We are always happy to answer any questions 

you might have! 

The team members are: 

Mrs Smith: SENCO  

Mrs Alderton: Assistant SENCO 

Mrs Walton-Smith: Learning Support Manager 

Mrs Robinson: EHCP Co-ordinator 

Ms Barrowcliffe: REACH Manager 

mailto:asksenco@sandysecondaryschool.com
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