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Issue No 6, 6th December 2019 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students 

Wow, we have had a very busy two weeks since our last 

newsletter.  Students in Year 11 and Year 13 have now 

finished their mock examinations, and those in Year 10 

have had Art practical mocks this week—as always, 

behaviour has been exemplary.   

We held our annual Graduation and Awards Evening on 

Thursday last week, where we gave our Year 12 students 

their GCSE examination certificates, Subject and Whole 

School Awards to students in Years 9 to 13.  It was an  

absolutely brilliant evening, with a mix of formal speeches 

and entertainment from the School Choir, Dance 

Company and Drama department.  It makes me so proud 

to see the talent we have in the school be recognised 

formally through this evening.  I would like to thank all 

parents/guardians, and special guests for their support 

in coming to this event.  We have a brilliant staff team 

who put this wonderful event together, led by Mrs Hinson 

and Mrs Shepherd.  I would like to thank the following 

staff for all their amazing efforts: Mrs M Walker, Mrs J 

McEvoy, Mrs C Halls, Mrs C Jones, The Site Team of Mr G 

Pettengell, Mr A Watson, and Om, Mrs Beavor, Miss 

Jackson and Mr Cuff.  Without these staff, this event 

would not have been planned and executed so 

brilliantly.  It was a wonderful night and showed the 

incredible determination, motivation and aspirations our 

students have. 

I would like to thank all parents/guardians and students in 

Year 11 who attend our Parents’ Evening Thursday night.  

They were able to talk to subject staff to gain advice and 

guidance on how their child is progressing and what they 

still need to do to ensure they achieve their full 

potential in August next year.   

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

parents/guardians who completed our recent 

survey, and we will be undertaking a similar survey 

with students after Christmas.  The very positive 

feedback and the lovely comments about staff and 

the work we do, really does make a difference.  Over 

the next few weeks we will be launching our 

Curriculum Overview for all subjects, so that you as 

parents/guardians are able to see what we are 

teaching in each subject and when this is happening.   

Later in this edition, we have included a timetable of 

after school intervention, which has started now, to 

support those in Years 10 and 11.  These are really 

valuable sessions with subject specialists looking at 

what will be required in the forthcoming 

examinations and how to answer questions.  I would 

advise all students in these two year groups to 

attend as many sessions as they possibly can.  Those 

students, from the last two years or so, and were 

reluctant attenders at the start, readily agreed that 

these additional sessions really are worthwhile.  If 

transport home is an issue because your child 

would normally get a school bus, then please let us 

know.  We may be able to transport them home on 

our  minibus as we do not want this to be a barrier as 

to why they cannot attend. 

I have also included in Spotlight, the clubs and 

activities that run at lunch times and after school, 

along with where they will take place, and at what 
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time.  These will also be displayed in tutor rooms for all 

year groups.  Please encourage your child to attend at 

least once a week, if not more, so that they can develop 

new skills and meet new people.  If your child is 

interested in setting up a club or activity we do not 

currently run, then please do let us know, as we would be 

willing to do this. 

We have also included in this issue an explanation of our 

reporting system as a reminder for existing parents/

guardians, as well as guidance for our new parents/

guardians. Due to the changes in assessment 

requirements, we now use numbers instead of letters for 

grades, and the levels that were used in Years 7 and 8 

are no longer used.   We now also use an Attitude To 

Learning grade, which we feel is really important as it 

shows the level of motivation and effort a student is 

putting into their studies. 

We are holding a Carol Concert in St Swithuns Church on 

Thursday 12th December, at 6.30pm, in aid of  both 

Macmillan Cancer Support and St John’s 

Hospice, Moggerhanger.  We would love it if 

you could come along and support our students as they 

sing carols and perform various pieces to start the festive 

celebrations.    

This week also saw our school production of Footloose 

which ran over three nights from Monday to Wednesday.  

The performances were all fantastic, and showed real 

team work, with the cast comprising students of all ages, 

from Year 7 through to Year 13— they really did 

themselves proud.  The whole cast was a pleasure to 

watch and showcased talents in drama, dance and music, 

and I very much look forward to their next production. 

Lockdown – none of us want to think about the 

prospect of having to lockdown a school because 

there is a dangerous intruder on site threatening to 

harm the students and/or staff.  However we do 

have to think about these situations, and this week 

has been a reminder why we need such policies and 

procedures in place.  This is not just because of the 

event that happened on London Bridge last week, 

but we have also been reminded by the sentencing 

of 4 years of the man who threatened to blow up 

several schools in 2018.  We were one of those 104 

schools that were targeted across the UK.  We will, 

therefore, be discussing what lockdown is and what 

students need to do when we go into a lockdown 

situation, over the coming weeks.  Once we have 

done this, we will inform you of what we would like 

you, as parents/guardians, to do in the event of a 

lockdown, before having a lockdown drill 

in the new year. 

Our Sixth Form students are also holding 

their annual Senior Citizens Christmas 

Party on Wednesday 11th December, where our 

guests will be given a hot Christmas dinner, followed 

by entertainment from our Sixth Form 

students.  Each guest will then leave with a small 

token of our thanks for all they have done for us 

and that we are thinking about them at this time of 

year.   

This week, we have also launched our Christmas 

Appeal for Preen—more details are included later in 

this issue.  We want to collect as many luxury items 

such as sweets, chocolate, biscuits and fizzy drinks.  

These will then be distributed to local children and 
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families who cannot afford such items for Christmas,  as 

their budgets simply do not stretch to such items.  If you 

can help in any way, we would be most grateful, as will 

the children and families who receive them. 

Please remember we finish school on Friday 20th 

December at 12.20pm, and return on Monday 6th 

January at 8.35am.  If you have not already done, so, 

please ensure you have replied to the letter we sent 

home yesterday, regarding our early closure.   

Have a good weekend. 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

A Message from our Executive Principal 

Considerate Parking 

Please can I put out a plea on behalf of the school 

and the local residents that you do not park 

outside the school, across anyone’s drive, or 

keep your engine running, whilst waiting to 

collect your child(ren).  I am sorry to ask, but I 

really do need your help.  I know that some 

parents/guardians bring their child(ren) to school 

by car and park outside, or near to, the 

school.  This is causing a lot of frustration for the 

local residents, as their drives are being blocked, 

or used to turn around in, as well as having to put 

up with additional noise and pollution from 

engines running continually.   

Therefore, if you do bring or collect your child(ren) 

to school by car, we would ask that you park on 

Engayne Avenue, rather than Medusa Way (the 

road right outside the school).  Our school buses 

are also having difficulties getting around the cars, 

when entering and leaving the site, and safety has 

to be of paramount importance.  

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Student Absence 

In order to safeguard every student, we do ask that 

parents/guardians contact us every single day that your 

child is absent from school.  This can be done in a 

number of ways: 

 Ring: 01767 680598, extension 243  

 �Text: 07624 804702 

 Email:  attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com   

We do ask that no other email addresses are used to 

report student absence. 

Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure all 

students arrive safely at school every morning, when 

expected. 
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Uniform  

As parents/guardian, we do not always realise 

how quickly our children grow at this age, and 

they frequently ’forget’ to tell us when their skirts 

or trousers are too short, or the arms of their 

blazers are too short or  too tight.   

I would, therefore, be grateful if you could take 

five minutes to check your child’s uniform and 

ensure that any skirts worn sit on the knee (and 

no higher); the trouser leg reaches to the ankle; 

blazer arms are at the wrist and that when the 

blazer stretches across the back that it does not 

look like it is going to burst.   

If any of these apply to your child, we would be 

grateful if you could replace the item of uniform 

as soon as possible.  Our uniform suppliers are 

Prestige Design & Workwear Ltd, and they can be 

contacted on 01582 883222, or online, using their 

website: www.prestigedesignww.co.uk.  

If you need any help, or financial support with  

uniform, then please email me, in confidence, on  

executiveprincipal@sandysecondaryschool.com. 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Safe Cycling  

I would like to make a plea to parents whose children 

ride a bicycle to and from school, especially now that 

mornings and nights are darker.  Please, please can 

you ensure your child has the appropriate safety 

clothing to wear when riding their bike, so that other 

traffic on the road knows they are there.  We would 

recommend high visibility jackets or reflective strips on 

coats and bags plus a cycle helmet.   I 

cannot stress the importance of a helmet 

when riding a bike to protect the head, in 

case of an accident.   Please can you also 

check that their bike is road worthy and that they have 

working lights that are used.  Finally, please discuss 

with your child the need to be aware of their 

surroundings and to ride on the roads safely.   

We have had a number of concerned residents contact 

us recently about students not riding bikes 

appropriately in the road.  They have reported them 

nearly being knocked off because they were not being 

sensible and following the road safety advice.  Where 

we do have complaints of students being careless in 

the way they ride their bike to and from school, or the 

bike is considered not road worthy, we will issue a first 

warning and inform parents/guardians of our 

concern.  If this continues,  then we will not be 

allowing the student to ride their bicycle to school and 

leave it on school property. 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Parent/Guardian Focus  



 5 

Issue No 6, 6th December 2019 

Empty Sweets Tubs, Biscuit Tins / Hand Wash 

The DT Food department is welcoming any donations 

of empty sweet tubs, biscuit or sweet tins, as they are 

very useful for students to take home their DT Food 

masterpieces. 

Empty hand wash pump bottles would also be very 

welcome.  In an effort to reduce plastic usage/waste, 

the Food room would like to use a pump bottle beside 

every sink for washing up liquid.  Thank you. 

A Wish at Christmas for Preen 

Sandy Secondary School would like to support 

those in our community who, through no fault of 

their own, will struggle at Christmas and rely on 

foodbanks and charities at Christmas.  

This year our staff and students will be 

able to contribute to our Christmas 

Tree decorations by placing a 

“message in a bauble”.  This could be 

a Christmas greeting, a celebration of 

family, family member, or in memory 

of a loved one.   

To be a part of our Wish at Christmas Tree all we 

would ask is for a donation of some treats, such as 

biscuits, chocolates, fizzy drinks or other luxury 

items, that we can donate to Preen for 

distribution to families at Christmas. 

Please contact Mrs Hinson or Mrs Anderson for 

more details. 

School Car Park 

Could I remind all parents/guardians 

not to use the school car park to drop 

students off in the mornings, please.    

The mornings are a particularly busy time, and the 

car park should only be used by staff and/or 

visitors.  If you are dropping your child off to 

school by car, we would ask that you wait on 

Engayne Avenue, rather than Medusa Way (the 

road right outside the school).  This also enables 

our school buses safe and easy access when 

entering and leaving the site.   

Thank you for your support. 
Mr A Rutter 

Vice Principal 

Parent/Guardian Focus  

Travel and Business &  Enterprise Intervention 

Intervention and additional revision sessions are 

being run on Tuesday and Wednesdays from 

2.50pm—4-30pm and Friday afternoons on 

request only, for students taking Travel, Business 

& Enterprise students. 

Please do encourage your child to attend. 

Mrs Mirza 
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Reporting to Parents/Guardians 

Reporting to Parents/Guardians 

The school sends home a report for each student at least once a term.  This is an opportunity to give an indication 

of the progress that the student is making, their attitude to learning and any concerns that have been raised within 

the lesson. 

Each student receives an Attitude to Learning grade, which is either Excellent, Good, Satisfactory or Poor.  

Students that receive Excellent are going above and beyond and doing all they possibly could within the subject 

area, Good indicates that they are meeting all the expectations of the school consistently, where a student receives 

Satisfactory or Poor there will be a concern identified. 

The concerns are in one or more of the following areas: Attendance to Lessons (A), Poor Attitude to Learning (P), 

Coursework (C), Homework / Home Learning (H) or Not Equipped (N). 

The grades used for progress and achievement is dependent on the year group the student is in and the courses 

they are studying. 

For students in Years 12 and 13, these will either be A Level Grades or BTEC Level 3 Grades.  Students in Years 9, 10 

& 11 use GCSE grades or BTEC Level 2 Grades.  

As there is no national grading system for Key Stage 3 we have developed a system using: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The descriptors for each grade is available on the website and a best fit approach is applied to each grade, for 

example a student may be showing some of the skills at 7.4 with a few gaps at 7.3 and 7.2 and be judged overall at 

7.3. 

(continued overleaf) 

Grade 

EP – Exceptional Performance 

7.5/8.5 

7.4/8.4 

7.3/8.3 

7.2/8.2 

7.1/8.1 

WT – Working Towards 
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Forgotten Equipment / PE Kits / Lunch Money 

Could we please ask for your support in ensuring that your child remembers the equipment need for the day, such 

as  PE kit, cooking ingredients or lunch money, and brings them in with them. 

We are finding an increasing number of students are forgetting to bring the things they need for the day’s lessons, 

and parents/guardians are having to be called, asking to bring items in. 

Student timetables are widely available to view on  the EduLink and MyEd apps (downloadable from your app 

store), which will help both you and your child check what lessons they have each day. 

Thank you for your support. 

Within each of these grades sub levels are available: 

 

The target grades for each student is based on their prior attainment, for students in Years 12 and 13 this is the 

results from Key Stage 4, whilst for students in Years 7 through to 11 this is based on Key Stage 2.  The targets are 

set as aspirational and if achieved would see the student in the top 25% of students with a similar ability profile. 

These targets are reviewed annually based on the latest statistics and examination performance across the country 

to ensure that whilst be aspirational they are achievable. 

Mr G Preston 
Head of School 

Sub Level Descriptors 

Mastery The student has shown that they are able to apply all the skills and knowledge to new situations including 

those set in unfamiliar contexts. 

Secure The student has a good understanding of the skills and knowledge and is able to apply them to familiar con-

texts 

Developing The student is able to use some of the skills and knowledge and use them in familiar contexts with support 

Embarking The student is starting to show some understanding of the skills and knowledge and is able to use them with 

support and guidance in simple contexts 

Reporting to Parents/Guardians (continued) 

Parent/Guardian Focus  
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We  were delighted to hold our Graduation Evening last Thursday, and include below a small selection of 

photographs of awards presented, along with performances by our Junior Choir and some of the cast of our annual 

production, Footloose.  A massive thank you to all staff involved in the setting up of this very successful evening. 

Graduation Evening 2019 
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At the end of the last half term, the Geography Department took 15 students to Norway. The trip 
was open to all students currently studying geography at GCSE or A level. The main aim of the trip 
was to enrich students’ geographic knowledge and experience things that some may never have 
the opportunity to take again.  

Our adventure started as soon as we landed at Bergen; our coach journey taking us through 
dramatic fjord scenery with stunning views awash with autumnal colours. We stopped at the 
beautiful Steindalsfossen waterfall, where students could stretch their legs and walk behind the 
fall itself. From here we caught a glimpse of the snow-capped mountains close to our destination 
in Kinsavik.  

On the second day, we visited a Hydro-electric power plant, where students got to learn 
about Norway’s power production and see first-hand how the plant works. They were 
fascinated to discover the company could ‘control’ the flow of the waterfall, which we were 
visiting later that day. We then visited the Norway Nature Centre, where we journeyed 
through Norway’s’ violent geological past to the more peaceful present, learning about the 
natural wonders, social traditions and discovering the impacts climate change is likely to 
have. After a visit to the Voringsfossen waterfall, we finished our day on the snow covered 
Hardangervidda Plateau where, due to inclement weather, there were no reindeer herds to be seen. Instead, students 

enjoyed a good snowball fight! 

The next day was the much anticipated glacier walk. After a brief boat trip along the fjord, we 
travelled by coach to the Folgefonna National Park. Here our experienced guides walked us 
through the safety procedures and provided the equipment. We spent 3 hours on the glacier, 
providing students with an amazing experience; seeing the glacier up close, exploring crevasses 
and holes, and getting a real feel for those glacial environments that once existed in the UK 
20,000 years ago.  

Our final day in Kinsavic saw the students test their courage through rock climbing, a zip wire 
and finally canoeing on the open fjord. The students rose to the challenges set by our 
instructors and had an amazing time, but all too soon, it was time to pack our bags and head 
back to the city. Our final night saw us in the beautiful city of Bergen. Students enjoyed our 
quiz: testing their geography knowledge across different genres, leaving the final day to explore 
the delights the city had to offer; including the famous colourful UNESCO site. 

I believe our students gained a lot from their experience. Not only have they enhanced their 
geographic understanding, but they have developed interpersonal skills and experiences they 
can take with them through life. I am also very proud to say the students’ behaviour was 
exemplary, with numerous people commenting as such throughout the trip.  

I look forward to wherever our next trip will take 
us next year, so watch this space…   

Ms Saunders 

Geography Extra-Curricular: Norway 2019 
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Junior Choir Stars 

Our Junior Choir performed to a large audience at the Sandy Christmas Lights Event on Sunday 1st December, and 

performed “Walking In The Air” from The Snowman.  This was a great community event and the choir sounded 

excellent!  The next performance for Junior Choir will be at the Senior Citizen’s Party on Wednesday 11th 

December but you can also hear them perform at the annual Christmas Concert on Thursday 12th December at 

6.30pm at St. Swithun’s Church, Sandy.   Please support us if you can, and join in! 

Mr Mullaly  

Stars in the Spotlight 

Head Star  

On 4th January, I will live stream the shaving of my head.  This is the link for my just giving page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maddison-bellamy 

 

When my best friend was 11 her mother sadly passed away at age 43 from a brain tumour on 

4th January 2014. The same year my younger brother won the fight with his brain tumour at age 

6. Despite our previous luck in May 2017 we lost my grandmother to ovarian cancer.  

To thank them and enable St. John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger, to continue their amazing work, and for helping loved 

ones in the last moments of their life, I will be shaving my head for charity.    

Please support me, if you can. Thank you for your help. 

Maddison Bellamy, Sixth Form student 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maddison-bellamy
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Results are just out for this year’s Senior UK Maths Challenge, with our A level Maths students taking 

part in the annual national competition.  There were several certificates awarded including 9 Bronze, 5 

Silver and an unprecedented two Golds awards.  Below is the full list of certificates: 

Bronze 

Ellison Brookes (13) 

Omar Shaikh (13) 

Caitlin Thomas (13) 

Rhianna Walsingham (13) 

Jack Garfoot (12) 

Jay Narain (12) 

Dustin Baker (12) 

Dennis Chin (12) 

Beth Boulton (12) 

Josh Neville (12) 

Silver: 

Jake Whiterod (12) and Best in year 12 

Adam Spencer (12) 

Nathan Endersby (12) 

Gabriele Croci (12) 

Rowan Seaby (12) 

Gold: 

Holly Szasz (13) and Best in the school 

Adam Hemmings (13) 

Moreover Holly Szasz and Adam Hemmings are now through to the next round; the 

prestigious Kangaroo, in which the country’s top 6000 A-level students will sit another 

one hour exam.  

This year was the biggest and best Senior Maths Challenge ever at Sandy.  Well done to all 

who took part, you have all done very well indeed!  

Maths Stars in the Spotlight 
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Clubs and Activities 
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Clubs and Activities 
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Years 10 and 11 After School Intervention Timetable 
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