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1st April 2020 
 
 
Dear Students, Parents/Guardians 
 
Students Due to have been sitting Examinations Summer 2020 
 
As you will be aware, the Government has taken the decision to cancel all examinations that were 
scheduled for summer 2020.  We are awaiting an update on how the grades will be awarded, but the last 
release of information we have from OFQUAL (who are responsible for overseeing examinations) is: 
“We are rapidly working up plans to implement the arrangements the Secretary of State for Education 
has set out for exams this summer and, with exam boards and teaching bodies, are making considerable 
progress. 
 
Students understandably want reassurance, and teachers urgently need to know what to do, and when. 
We expect to publish detailed information about the process and timetable which will apply this summer, 
next week.  This will include the steps we would like teachers to follow and more detailed guidance on 
how to consider the full range of evidence they will have available when submitting their assessment 
grades.  We are talking to teaching representatives to make sure that what we are planning is 
manageable and appropriate, so that students, parents, carers and teachers can have confidence in the 
approach. 
 
We will outline, by Easter, the process we will follow to make sure grades are fair across schools and 
colleges, as well as our proposals for appeals.  We will also say more as soon as possible about the 
arrangements for additional exams in the new academic year. 
 
We want to reassure students waiting for news that we are doing everything we can to make sure they 
are not disadvantaged by these unprecedented circumstances.” 
 
In the arrangements set out by the Secretary of State for Education, the information we have is 
“This means ensuring GCSE, A and AS level students are awarded a grade which fairly reflects the work 
that they have put in.  There will also be an option to sit an exam early in the next academic year for 
students who wish to.  Ofqual will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade to 
each student, which reflects their performance as fairly as possible, and will work with the exam boards 
to ensure this is consistently applied for all students.  The exam boards will be asking teachers, who know 
their students well, to submit their judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have 
received, if exams had gone ahead. 
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To produce this, teachers will take into account a range of evidence and data, including performance on 
mock exams and non-exam assessment – clear guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly will be 
provided to schools and colleges.  The exam boards will then combine this information with other 
relevant data, including prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each 
student, which will be a best assessment of the work they have put in.” 
In light of this, students in Years 11 and 13 will continue to be set revision materials in order that they 
can keep their knowledge and learning going.  This will be particularly important if they wish to take 
advantage of the opportunity to take the examination early in the next academic year.  It is also vital for 
students to continue their good learning habits in preparation for either Sixth Form, college or an 
apprenticeship.   
 
For students in Year 10, we are hoping that you will be able to have your courses completed as planned, 
along with the opportunity to take the examination, if required, early in the next academic year.  You will 
also need to continue with the work for all of your other subjects as well, to ensure that you are as 
prepared as possible for your return into Year 11. 
 
For students studying a course that has coursework elements, including all BTEC courses, it is essential 
that this is completed to the highest possible standard and submitted to your teacher.  Although we 
await confirmation, we would expect that this will either be asked to be submitted to the examination 
board, or will be one of the pieces of evidence that is required to be used, when assessing your final 
grade. 
 
We understand that this is a difficult time, and the lack of clarity on how grades will be awarded is 
unsettling.  We will endeavour to keep you updated as we receive information on how these grades will 
be awarded and the option for taking the examinations in the next academic year if required.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 

 
Mr G Preston 
Head of School 


