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3rd November 2020 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Changes Due to National Lockdown 
 
I hope that you and your families have had a safe and restful half-term.  I appreciate that there is still 
a huge amount of uncertainty given the current climate and the situation is constantly changing and 
evolving.  I do, however, continue to be impressed by the positive and resourceful nature of our 
students and how well they have settled into this half-term, despite all the changes we have made.  
 
Considering the recent announcement that there will be a nationwide lockdown from Thursday 5th 
November, we have looked again at our protocols and procedures with respect of Covid-19.  This is 
to ensure that we continue to mitigate the impact of the virus on the school and our local 
community, while also providing a broad and balanced curriculum.  It is also part of our commitment 
to continuously review and modify our practice to ensure that we are in line with the most up-to-
date guidance from the Government.  
 
From Thursday 5th November until the national lockdown is eased we will, therefore, be introducing 
several additional measures to help bring our school into line with the national picture and a general 
tightening of restrictions. These are outlined below:  
 

• Clubs/Extra-Curricular:  unfortunately, it will not be possible to run any clubs or extra-curricular 
activities after school.  This includes sports fixtures.  We appreciate that this is a real blow as 
many of our students enjoy these opportunities, and we will, therefore, look to reinstate them as 
soon as we are able to do so. 
 

• Detentions: Detentions are an important element of our Behaviour for Learning policy but, due 
to the current climate, the decision has been made to cancel after school detentions from 
Thursday 5th November. Students will still be given behaviour points, and concerns will be logged 
as is currently the case, but no after-school detentions will be issued.  Break and lunch time 
detentions will remain in place.  For students whose behaviour is a repeated, or a serious cause 
for concern, we will use internal isolation as a sanction. This will be determined by the House 
Achievement Leader in consultation with the Behaviour and Attendance Manager. 

 

• PE Kit:  For students in Years 7 and 8, the timetable has been constructed so as to remove the 
need for these students to get changed in the changing rooms, by putting practical lessons such 
as PE and Dance onto the same day.  Students in Year 7 and 8 will, therefore, be able to come 

into school in their PE kit on these days. For Year 7 this is on a Monday, and for Year 8 this is 

on a Friday.  If it is wet outside, PE will take place inside, either in our Sports Hall, or in a 
classroom. 

  



In addition to the above, please could I remind you that we are now strongly encouraging students to 
be wearing a face mask when in school.  This is to be worn when students are in communal areas and 
when walking down the corridors. Students do not need to wear their masks when sitting down to 
eat.  We recognise that there are some students who do not need to wear a face covering as they are 
exempt.  If this is the case, we recommend that students obtain a Hidden Disabilities Lanyard so it is 
clear that they are exempt.  While the wearing of a face mask is a strong recommendation, we 
cannot enforce this due to exemptions and personal choice, as outlined by the DfE and Government 
guidance. 
 
Please rest assured that the safety and wellbeing of our students and staff remains a priority for us. 
As stated before half-term, please be assured that if we do have any positive cases of Covid-19, we 
may not just send a class or year group bubble home, but may have to make the decision to close 
the whole school, if needed.  We also need to forewarn you that if we do send a bubble or the 
whole school home for 14 days, we will not be able to accommodate any key worker children, due 
to the need for these students and staff to self-isolate.  We are sorry, but we will also not be able to 
give much notice should this happen, and therefore you will have to have a contingency plan in 
place to be enacted at short notice, as we have to follow the guidance of the local authority, the 
DfE and Public Health England. 

 

Work for students who are self-isolating has been placed on Edulink and Google Classroom, as well 
as overviews and work set being available on our website under the heading Covid-19 guidance.  
This should now be accessible by all students when off school, to support their learning and 
continued progress. 
 
Thank you in advance for your continued support with the arrangements we have in place, and for 
the changes we continue to make.  If you have any questions or queries relating to our current 
procedures then please do not hesitate to contact us, using 
parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 


