
 

 

 
GPN/jm 

10th March 2021 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Year 8 into 9 Options 
 
Students at Sandy Secondary School begin their GCSE courses at the start of Year 9.  As part of the 
process, they select their options in advance of the start of the year.  Usually, this process would be 
launched with an options event to which parents/guardians and students are all invited.  This would 
involve us explaining the options process and providing an opportunity to discuss the subject with the 
Curriculum Leaders for each subject.  Given the current unprecedented situation it is currently not 
possible to run this event as we would do normally. 
 
This letter is intended to provide you with an overview of the process, including our school curriculum 
and the procedure your child needs to go through in order to make their options choices.  More details 
regarding the options process, and information about the individual subjects, is also available on the 
Sandy Secondary School website in the Options Booklet.  For each subject, the Curriculum Leader is 
named so that should you have specific questions about a subject you can contact them.  
 
We ask that, should you wish to contact a Curriculum Leader with a question, you use the school email 
address which is; parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com.  Upon receipt of your email we shall 
forward this on to the relevant Curriculum Leader.  If there are general queries about the option process 
they can either be sent to the email address above, or to my own email account which is 
gpreston@sandysecondaryschool.com.  I will endeavor to answer any questions you might have as soon 
as possible.  There will also be the opportunity to join a virtual Question and Answer session on 
Thursday 25th March, details of which can be found on the school website. 
 
Sandy Secondary School Curriculum:  
The curriculum at Sandy Secondary School is based around the belief that all students should have the 
opportunity to study the full range of EBacc subjects, whilst also having a broad choice of other subjects 
to choose from.  The EBacc comprises of English (both Language and Literature), Mathematics, Science 
(Combined or individual sciences), Humanities (Geography or History) and a Modern Foreign Language 
(French or Spanish).  In addition to this, students have the opportunity to study subjects across the full 
range of the curriculum. 
 
Students will complete examinations for English Literature and the three option subjects that they 
started at the beginning of Year 9, when they are in the summer term of Year 10.  This then enables 
students to select an additional option subject to study in Year 11.  The rationale for this is overleaf;  
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• In the first instance, by spreading the examinations over two examination periods, it means that the 
amount of pressure on the students is reduced, as they have fewer examinations to focus on at the 
end of Year 11.  This relieves some of the potential issues with mental health associated with this 
pressure.  

• This model also enables students to study a broader range of subjects, with students at Sandy 
Secondary School being able to study four option subjects in order that they can tailor their 
timetable to meet their areas of interest.  

• A further advantage of this approach, is that when students are considering their next steps after 
Year 11, they would, in most cases, have four examination grades to take with them for an interview 
for Sixth Form, college or an apprenticeship. 

 
Making Options Choices: 
In order to undertake the options process, we would ask that students read the attached Options 
Booklet carefully.  They will then need to make a number of choices and complete the option form 
provided. 
 
The choices that the students need to make are: 

• Humanities – students will need to choose between Geography and History.  There is the option of 
studying both of these subjects but, in order to do this, they should select Geography as their 
humanities choice and select History in the option block. 

• Modern Foreign Languages – students will need to choose between French and Spanish.  

• Option Choices – students will need to select a first, second and third choice in each of the option 
blocks. The reason for this is that some courses may not run if there are insufficient numbers the 
course.  The option blocks may appear to have a different number of subjects in each block, but 
some subjects, such as Physical Education, will have multiple classes within the same block. 

 
There are a number of subjects that have a maximum number of students in each class, such as some of 
the IT-based courses, in order that all students have their own computer to work at.  In addition, for 
some of the practical subjects such as Hospitality, we need to ensure that students can complete 
practical lessons in a safe environment.  Where a course is oversubscribed we will (where possible) 
create an additional class in that subject.  Where this is not possible, students will be chosen for the 
group through a random selection of those students whose form was returned by the deadline. 
 
The blocks from which students can choose are: 

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 

Art Art Computer Science 

Business Enterprise Business Enterprise Dance 

Creative Digital Media Computer Science Design Technology 

Drama Dance Hospitality 

Media Studies Design Technology IT 

Physical Education / Sport Drama Music (GCSE) 

Psychology History Music (RSL) 

 Hospitality Philosophy & Ethics 

 Media Studies Photography 

 Photography Psychology 

 Textiles Textiles 

 



 

 

It is not possible for students to select both Design Technology and Textiles, as part of each course is 

common to both courses.  Students are able to select either Design Technology or Textiles and 

Hospitality, but need to be aware that both courses have a significant amount of coursework and 

practical work that will need to be completed at the same time for both courses.  Where a student 

wishes to take both Design Technology or Textiles and Hospitality, a discussion with subject staff, 

Curriculum leaders and parents/guardians will be required first to assess suitability.  

It is possible to take both Art and Photography, although this is not recommended due to the amount of 

practical work that needs to be completed.   Moreover, both courses have the same deadlines and 

examination structure. Where a student wishes to take both of these subjects, it will only be possible 

after discussion with the Art department. 

Students opting for Physical Education / Sport will be sorted between GCSE PE and the OCR Sport 

course, based on their previous commitment to clubs inside and outside of school, and in conjunction 

with their performance in Science and PE General.  The final decision will be down to the professional 

judgement of staff and the Curriculum Leaders, in discussion with the student and parents/guardians.  

I would ask that the option form is returned to parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com by Friday 

16th April.  If you are unable to complete and return the form electronically, this can be printed and 

posted, or a photograph of the form can be emailed in; blank paper copies will also be available in the 

outer foyer at the school.  Alternatively, the information required on the form can be emailed in without 

using the form itself.  

Students will have an opportunity to review and change their choices before the start of Year 9, should 

they wish to do so.  They will also have the chance during the first half term of Year 9 to make changes, 

but this will be dependent on there being spaces within the subject that they wish to change to.  

Thank you for your support in completing this process, and please do not hesitate to contact the school 

with any questions in relation to this important process. 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr G Preston 
Head of School 
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