
Subject: 

GCSE Philosophy, Religion and  

Ethics 

Course Content:  

The first section of the GCSE course is an introduction to 

Philosophy and Ethics, where students will explore a 

number of ’Ultimate Questions’ such as  ‘Is the universe 

designed? and ‘Why does evil exist?’. This allows students 

to develop their own views and debate ‘big questions’.  

 

Part One: The Study of Religions 

The first section of the GCSE focuses on the study of 

beliefs, teachings and practices of two world religions– 

Christianity and Islam. 

Students will study the beliefs, teachings and practices and 

there will be visits and speakers from their chosen world 

religion to speak to them about how their religion 

influences their lives. This helps the subject to come alive 

and provides an opportunity for discussion and questions. 

 

Part Two: Thematic Studies 

Thematic Studies is the aspect of the course that students 

develop their thinking, arguing and evaluation skills. We 

examine at four of the topics listed below, within them 

there is much room for discussion and debate leading to 

lively and enjoyable lessons. 

• Relationships and Families 

• Religion and Life 

• Religion, Peace and Conflict 

• Religion, Crime and Punishment 

Examination Board:   

AQA GCSE Religious Studies A.   

Progress into Careers / Sixth Form / Higher Education:  

Sixth Form:  A levels – Philosophy, Religion and Ethics, 

Sociology, Psychology, History and English. Philosophy and 

Ethics helps students in all of the above subjects as the 

thinking and analytical skills complement each other well. 

Higher Education: Biology, Dance, Sociology, Philosophy & 

Ethics, Philosophy, Politics, Religion & Philosophy, Religion 

& Ethics. 

Careers: Advice Worker, Broadcast Journalist, Charity 

Fundraiser, Community Educator, Counsellor, Funeral 

Director, Lecturer—Further Education, Social Worker, 

Teacher. 

Assessment Components:  

Two written examinations: 1 hour 45 minutes each.  

There is no coursework in Philosophy and Ethics, but 

regular examination questions are set throughout the 

course to ensure students are fully prepared for the 

examinations. 

Additional Information:  

Parents/guardians and students commonly think that the 

subject is not intellectually challenging, or well respected 

amongst Universities and employers, but this could not be 

further from the truth.  It is a highly regarded and 

intellectually challenging subject, which encourages 

students to critically analyse beliefs, opinions, facts and 

behaviours and make their own informed judgements on 

real life issues.   

Philosophy & Ethics promotes free and balanced thinking 

and nurtures a number of skills and values that can be 

used in all walks of life and further education, eg, critical 

thinking, comparing and contrasting argument, empathy 

and respect for others. 

Enrichment Opportunities:  

• Enrichment opportunities with guest speakers 1-2 

times each year. 

• Opportunities for student-led debate club during 

lunch times. 

Curriculum Leader:  Mrs L Cross 


