
 

 

WLY/jm 
9th December 2020 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Sixth Form Covid-19 Update 
 
I am writing to provide some context to the current situation at school, with respect to the Sixth Form and the 
disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
In the past few weeks, the school has clearly been affected by the global Covid-19 crisis.  Some year groups have been 
shut down and sent home and a number of students and staff have been told to self-isolate as a precautionary 
measure, some by NHS Track and Trace.  These actions have been taken to prevent the spread of the virus.  As a result 
of our actions, the actual number of positive cases within the school is still very small.  The impact on the Sixth Form 
has been through the increasing number of staff who are absent as a result of these measures. 
 
Sixth Form lessons are not typically covered when a member of staff is absent, as the cover teacher is unlikely to be 
able to deliver lessons at the level required for KS5 learning.  Instead, isolating staff are setting lessons on Edulink or 
Google Classroom and these can be accessed from home.   
 
We are aware that many Sixth Form students live outside of Sandy and may find travel difficult and so known staff 
absences are announced through Edulink the night before.  We strongly advise our students to check this on a daily 
basis.  If your child has no lessons because of staff absences then we recommend that they stay at home to complete 
the work set online.  This will not affect their overall attendance as the staff absence will be taken into account. 
 
Furthermore, Sixth Form have an assembly for either Year 12 or Year 13 every Wednesday during Period 5.  Whilst we 
have carefully followed the Government guidance for these assemblies, we have decided to cancel them until the end 
of this term to help further protect our students and their families.  Instead, we are encouraging Year 13 students to 
use this time to ensure that UCAS applications are completed (the absolute deadline is 15th January 2021) and 
students in Year 12 to use the time to develop their skills and knowledge in the subjects that they are following.  These 
assemblies should resume in January, but we will monitor the situation to ensure that it is safe to do so. 
 
A number of Sixth Form students also have national examinations in January.  These are still scheduled to go ahead as 
planned.  Where teachers are absent, appropriate work is being provided on either Edulink or Google Classroom to 
help prepare students.  Teaching staff will also be available via email if any students have any concerns or questions, 
and all staff who are currently isolating should be back into school by January for the final preparations for these 
examinations. 
 
If you, or your child, have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact either myself or Mrs Hinson, at any time, 
using parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com and we will endeavour to help you resolve the issue. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr W Levesley 
Head of Sixth Form 


