
 

 

 
KHD/jm 
 
12th February 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Changes from Monday 22nd February 
 
I would really like to thank you all for your continued support and I know this has not been an easy time 
for you, as well as your child, as we have all had to change the way we work.   
 
I would like to thank all the parents/guardians who took the time to undertake the questionnaire on the 
new remote learning programme.  We have had an overwhelmingly positive response to the 
questionnaire and we are grateful for your honest and constructive feedback on the changes we have 
made so far.  It was encouraging to see that the vast majority of responses were supportive of 
the changes we have implemented since Monday 18th January 2021, and that the introduction of more 
live lessons, and a structured remote learning curriculum is having a positive impact.  
 
It was also nice to see a significant number of staff members being acknowledged for their hard work 
and dedication to teaching to such a high standard throughout this pandemic.  They really have worked 
incredibly hard, and continue to strive to be the best that they can be for our students.  With this in 
mind, we are making some additional changes to our remote learning programme. 
 
Changes from Monday 22nd February: 
 
Through the feedback we have received, and to support our students further, we would like to add 
some additional sessions, which we think will support your child through this time, in regards to their 
health and wellbeing.  Therefore, from Monday 22nd February, we will be making further changes to our 
remote learning curriculum.  The main change will be the introduction of a daily session, specifically 
aimed at supporting our students socially, emotionally and spiritually.  This will be provided by our tutor 
team and House Achievement Leaders to support the 'whole child'.  This support will take place as 
follows: 
  

• Monday 8.35am - 9.00am:  House Achievement Leader (HAL) Drop-In Session (Years 7-11)  

• Tuesday 8.35am - 9.00am:  Tutor Session (Years 7-10)  

• Wednesday 8.35am - 9.00am:  Assembly (Years 7-11)  

• Thursday 8.35am - 9.00am:  Tutor Session (Years 7-10)  

• Friday 8.35am - 9.00am:  House Achievement Leader (HAL) Drop-In Session (Years 7-11)  
 



 

Students will be invited to take part in the House Achievement Leader (HAL) Drop-In and Tutor sessions 
through Google Classroom.  They should, therefore, look out for an invite from their HAL and Form 
Tutor.  The HAL session will be a chance for students to 'drop-in' to catch up and speak to their HAL 
about anything they would like to discuss about their learning and general welfare.  The Form Tutor 
session will provide students with a chance to talk to their fellow tutees about a range of issues and 
catch up with each other. The focus of both of these sessions will be on supporting students emotionally 
and socially.  In addition to the above, every week we will be uploading an assembly onto Google 
Classroom, on a variety of topics for students to watch from the pastoral and senior team.  
 
We know, from the results of our questionnaire, that a lot of students prefer a range of activities to 
undertake at home, but also that the preference is typically for 'live' lessons.  Our staff are, therefore, 
working hard to increase the number of live and pre-recorded sessions for students, for when we return 
after February half-term.  We hope that our students find these extra sessions useful in supporting their 
learning.  Please rest assured that we will continue to review and reflect on our practice and, where 
further changes are needed, we will not hesitate to implement them.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s): 
In addition to making you aware of some of the key changes we are looking to introduce from after half-
term, we also wanted to clarify some answers to key questions that have emerged over the past couple 
of weeks. 
 

• Students currently have two e-mail addresses for school.  It is really important that students are 
regularly logging in to both of these accounts, as they will regularly 
receive correspondence from their teachers.  When staff provide feedback on work through 
Google Classroom, an automatic email will be sent to their Google email for your child to let 
them know. The email addresses for each account will appear as follows:  

 
Google Email Address: 
Firstname.lastname@sandysecondary.net 
 
School Email Address: 
USERNAME@sandysecondaryschool.com 
 
If your child has any difficulties logging in to either of these accounts, please contact the school and we 
will happily support you to find a resolution. 
 

• Students should first look on Edulink to find the work that they have been set for their subjects. 
It is important that, when identifying what work is to be completed, students look in the 
homework section.  They should then look at the title of the lesson to identify what work they 
should complete in line with their timetable.  The lessons will appear with the Date-Subject-
Period.  We have attached an updated version of the timetable from after half-term to this 
letter. 

• Some parents/guardians have enquired about whether we would look to arrange a further 
opportunity for students to express themselves through a non-ICT afternoon to support positive 
mental health.  We have, therefore, arranged for this to take place during the afternoon of 
Wednesday 3rd March from 12.20pm.  This will provide students and the staff with an 
opportunity to do something creative and enjoyable and that allows them time away from a 
computer or phone screen.  
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I very much hope that, after half term, we will all have more information on how we move forward from 
the national lockdown and when the students can return to school.   We very much miss having the 
classrooms full with the sound of students engaging with each other and enjoying their learning and 
cannot wait to have them back, when it is safe to do so.  

As teachers, we are adapting to the remote learning, but it does not, and will not ever, replace the 
advantages of face-to-face teaching and the benefits of having students in school.  This is because 
schools are not just about the academic curriculum; they are also about the hidden curriculum that 
cannot be delivered online - the ability of young people to socialise and interact with others.   I am sure 
this is what most of our students are missing, which is why it is so important that when we can, we all 
come back together. 

Thank you again for your continued support and understanding. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 


