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Dear Parent/Guardian 

It almost seems impossible that we are breaking up for 

Christmas.  It does not seem like a year has passed, but 

we have gone through two seasons since we had to go 

into nationwide lockdown in March, so for it now to be 

December, just does not seem possible.   

I know the last few weeks have been difficult as we have 

had 13 positive Covid-19 cases across the school, which 

have shut some bubbles and required individual groups of 

students to self-isolate.  We have also had to close one 

bubble, partly due to a positive case and partly due to 

staffing, as so many staff under the NHS Track and Trace 

app were notified on Sunday 6th December, to self-isolate 

for varying lengths of days. 

We would like to thank you for your continued support 

and I know that some parents/guardians and students are 

very anxious and have called for the school to be closed.  

However, we cannot do that as, for some students, school 

is a safe and warm place to come to, where they know 

they will be fed and they know they can be safe and do 

not have to fear what is going to happen.   

It is for these reasons that we will have not taken up the 

DFE’s offer of closing the school on Friday 18th December 

for an Inset day, as we wanted to be able to offer those 

students who need us, the opportunity to come into 

school for half a day and have a hot lunch.   

We will also still be delivering lessons right up to 11.20am 

on the Friday, after which students will return to their 

form groups, to celebrate the last day of term, Christmas 

and their many achievements.   

A Message from our Executive Principal 

You will be aware the Government announced a 

mass testing programme for secondary schools 

yesterday.  We do not have all the details but, when 

we do, we will share these with you.  We have sent a 

letter home this week from Central Bedfordshire 

Council regarding testing that is now available for all 

students and families, which I hope you have found 

useful.  It also enables you to get testing kits sent to 

your home. 

I would like to say congratulations Connor Burns-

Kidd and Harry Moore for being runners up in 

the  Into Film Review 500 Competition.  Their project 

took a lot of time and effort and it is excellent that 

they have been recognised for this.   

I would also like to congratulate the three budding 

cooks, Year 10 student, Katie Brown, and Callum 

Banks and Thomas Dawes, both in Year 7, who won 

our monthly challenge set by Mrs Beavor.  I know 

that Mrs Beavor was spoilt for choice and found it 

really hard to narrow down the winners - so a huge 

congratulations to all the students who took part and 

I look forward to the creations for the next challenge, 

which I believe is Christmas biscuits! 

It was lovely last week to award even more Bronze 

Achievement Awards to students who have achieved 

over a 100 commendation points.  The following 

students were invited to hot chocolate to be 

presented with their bronze badge and certificate: 

Logan Peckham, Jack Caldwell, Anna Hetherington, 

Jarda Harmerth and Pippa Wells—a very big well 

done to you all!  
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and text/emails from our communications company, will 

be monitored over the Christmas holidays.  Replies may 

not be immediate, but they will be responded to. 

We know that this time of year can be very stressful and 

lonely for many and this year it may feel even worse, but 

please remember there are organisations that can help 

and one of them is the Need Project.   

Our school community, over the last three weeks, has 

been being collecting for a Reverse Advent Calendar.  We 

asked staff and students to bring in food and drink that 

the Need Project can distribute to local children and 

families as treats over Christmas.  We wanted to let the 

local community know that we are thinking of all of them 

and wish them all a Happy Christmas and hope that these 

small gifts show them that we care.  Being kind to each 

other is essential and is the only way we can all get 

through this time together. 

I would like to say a massive thank you to our students, as 

they have shown how flexible and resilient they are as 

young people, as well as demonstrating how kind and 

considerate they can be in these very difficult times.   

I also have to say a massive thank you to the staff, who 

always go above and beyond for the students and have 

continued to do this, even with so many restrictions in 

place. 

We would like to thank you again for all your continued 

support, and would like to wish you all a very happy and 

safe Christmas.    

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

If you have not considered purchasing our charity 

Christmas CD in aid of St John’s Hospice (£5 donation 

payable via ParentPay), and is a joint venture 

between our two federation schools (Sandy 

Secondary School and Moggerhanger Primary School) 

I would highly recommend it.  It is contains the 

essence of Christmas but, more importantly, it 

supports a wonderful local charity that does such 

great work with individuals and families, and they 

really do need that extra support at the most difficult 

time. 

The staff here are also continuing to raise money for 

St John’s Hospice.  We have recently had a staff 

breakfast, followed on another day by a most 

delicious lunch, as well as a Christmas Jumper  Day 

last Friday as well as various raffles.  We will continue 

to do this for the rest of the academic year, as St 

John’s Hospice is our staff’s chosen charity of the 

year. 

Over the last couple of weeks, our Sixth Form 

students have also been raising funds to buy 

Christmas gifts for two of the larger care homes in 

Sandy. They bought all the presents themselves, as 

well as wrapped and delivered them to the care 

homes to distribute in time for Christmas.  Our 

students have been amazing and they wanted to let 

the older generation in Sandy know that we, as a 

school, care about them, especially during these 

difficult times. 

If you need any help or support please do get in 

touch with us.  We may not be able to help you 

immediately, but we will be able to signpost you to 

an individual, or organisation that can.   Our 

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool email address, 
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We were delighted to welcome our students in Years 12 and 13 for a socially-distanced Awards Lunch last 

month.  We asked them to “dress to impress” and they certainly did not let us down.  We were able to 

share their successes and achievements from the last two years, and as always, their behaviour was 

impeccable.  Below is a small example of the wonderful afternoon we all had.  Thank you, also, to the 

many staff who attended to join the celebrations, and to Innovate, for their wonderful food. 

Year 12/13 Awards Lunch 
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The Raspberry Pi Foundation 
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It has been amazing seeing all of the 

work produced by the talented 

baking students at Sandy Secondary 

School!  I was so impressed to see so 

many fantastic and interesting 

sausage roll entries.  All who entered 

should be very proud.  There were 23 

entries this month, so that’s 23 

students who have earned 

achievement points for making 

something at home—well done, 

everyone !! 

This month you will find an exciting opportunity in this month's virtual baking challenge: a dozen 

Christmas biscuits!  This is all done at home and then photos are submitted via Google Classroom. And 

the best part...you get to eat your entry afterwards! 

This is an easy way to earn 20 achievement points, earn a chance to win a voucher and bragging rights! 

Please read through the inter-house baking competition overview for the full rules as well as the details of 

this month's competition- Challenge 3. 

Everyone can access the details for the 

competetion either through Edulink (I 

put it on as homework so that everyone 

can access) or you can log into your SSS 

Google mail with the code h6n2lxk to 

access the Google classroom. 

Happy baking and good luck! 

Inter-House Baking Competition 
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During a Year 9 Creative Media lesson 

this term, students were asked to 

write a review of a film of their choice 

and post it on the Into Film website 

where they were entered into the 

Review 500 Competition.  All 

submissions were judged alongside 

other reviews from across the UK by 

the Into Film Team. 

Congratulations to Connor Burns-

Kidd and Harry Moore who were 

both chosen as competitions runners 

up for their reviews of Moana and 

Detective Pikachu.  As runners up both 

students received a certificate and a 

£10 Amazon voucher for their work 

and will be entered into a grand draw 

for a special annual prize. 

 

What's more, their entry will be uploaded 

onto IMDb, the world's most popular and 

authoritative source for movie content, 

where their review will sit alongside 

professional film critics from around the 

world.   Well done, Connor and Harry!!  

 

If you have any questions regarding 

Review 500 and would like to be entered 

into the next competition, please do not 

hesitate to contact me on 

tmoncrieff@sandysecondaryschool.com  

Into Film Review 500 Competition ! 
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Mr Meehan, Mrs Hallett and I will be undertaking some work this year to celebrate diversity and to raise 

awareness of different issues affecting people regarding race, gender, sexuality and disability.   

We will also be supporting the school in applying for a Stonewall Award.  Stonewall are a fantastic charity 

who work to support the rights of people from the LGBTQ+ community.  As part of our work, we would 

like to recruit a team of Equality Ambassadors—students across different year groups who are 

passionate about celebrating and supporting the things that make people unique.   

Please see the information below about how to apply to become an Equality Ambassador. 

Mrs Quinn 

Parent/Guardian Focus 
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