
 

 

 
 
 
KHD/jm 
 
 
16th December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
January 2021 
 
I know the last few weeks have been very difficult with the number of positive cases we have had in 
school, in both staff and students.  I would like to thank you personally, and on behalf of the staff, for 
your continued support.   
 
I know that some of you have asked for the school to be closed over this time but this has just not 
been possible.  The DFE has been very clear that we have to remain open.   My staff and I are also 
very aware that, for some students, school is a safe and secure place with a hot meal to look forward 
to every day, as well as providing them with the high-quality education they deserve.   This is why the 
staff and I have been so focused on keeping the school running as normal as possible, even though 
this is a difficult period.  I can, however, assure you that we have always been over-cautious and 
asked more students and staff to self-isolate as a precaution, as the health and wellbeing of our 
students and staff are a priority. 
 
We have also continued to follow all of the DFE guidance and will continue to emphasise hand 
hygiene and social distancing where we can, and the wearing of face masks in communal areas and 
corridors when in school.  These are in addition to the many other measures we have put in place to 
try and reduce the possible spread of the virus.  However, I cannot promise you that we will not have 
any more cases in January on our return; all I can do is assure you that we will be following the same 
policies and procedures and we will continue to be over-cautious.  
 
I would ask that, if your child has any symptoms of Covid-19, you keep them at home and that you 
request a test as soon as you can.  I would also ask that you inform us as soon as possible of the 
result, even if it is after school hours, during the weekends or in the school holidays.  Our 
parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com email address, along with our text/email inboxes will 
be regularly monitored and we will respond as soon as possible.  We are also responsible for Track 
and Trace after school finishes, up to and including Monday 21st December.  Therefore, if any 
student, or member of staff, tests positive in this time we do need to be informed so we can inform 
the necessary staff and students as they may then have to go into self-isolation. 
 
  



School will re-open to all students and staff on Monday 4th January 2021.  We will be spending the 
first hour back in school looking at why all of the measures we have in place are needed for 
everyone's safety.  We will also be working to try and reduce student’s anxieties, as we know these 
may have increased over the last few weeks, due to cases not just in school, but also locally and 
nationally have increased. 
 
I have attached to this letter our January booklet of information for you and your child to go through 
before we return on Monday 4th January 2021. 
 
We wish you a very safe and happy Christmas and thank you again for your continued support. 
 
Let’s hope 2021 is a much better year for everyone. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 
 
 


