
Subject:  Music  

Course outline: 

In OCR GCSE Music, students will be able to develop their 

performance skills through solo and ensemble playing. They 

will also compose two pieces of music using music technolo-

gy. Finally, students will explore different genres of music 

and be able to listen to music whilst recognising musical 

elements and devices.  

Performance 

You will develop your existing skills on your chosen instru-

ment. You need to perform for at least 4 minutes in total 

(solo and as part of a group). You should be performing at 

least Grade 3 standard music by the end of Year 10. You will 

also ideally be receiving instrumental lessons. This can be on 

any instrument, including voice – singing, rapping, DJing, 

Beatboxing or sequencing.  

Composition 

You will compose 2 pieces of music. One piece will be free 

choice and the other will be decided by the exam board. 

Your compositions should last a minimum of 3 minutes com-

bined. You can use music technology to help you compose 

these.  

The Concerto Through Time - Students explore how this rich 

and varied orchestral musical genre, begun in the 18th cen-

tury, pitches the soloist battling against the might of the 

orchestra in what is a spectacle of music theatre. 

Rhythms of the World - Students study the traditional 

rhythmic roots of four geographical regions: India and the 

Punjab, Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East, Africa, and 

Central and Southern America. 

Film Music – This includes music that has been specifically 

composed for film, music from the Western Classical tradi-

tion that has been used within film and music that has been 

composed as a soundtrack for a video game. 

Conventions of Pop – Students study a range of popular 

music from the 1950s to the present day focusing on: Rock 

‘n’ Roll of the 1950s and 1960s, Rock Anthems of the 1970s 

and 1980s, Pop Ballads of the 1970s - 1990s, and Solo Artists 

from 1990 to the present day. 

Examination board: 

Why study Music? 

The GCSE Music course is essential for students inter-

ested in post-16 music study and beyond, besides being 

ideal for those that simply like playing or singing. With-

in the course, Music technology plays a vital role in fa-

cilitating composition and much more. Students can 

develop their knowledge and skills further through in-

volvement in a number of lunch time and after school 

enrichment groups free of charge such as Choirs, Key-

board Club, Musical Production, Jam Club, Theory Club, 

Chamber Ensembles and GCSE Extra Help Sessions. 

 

More info: 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-

j536-from-2016/  

Careers in Music: 

-Performer 

-Composer 

-Manager 

-Producer 

-Live sound technician  

-Agent 

-Session musician 

-A&R coordinator  

- Songwriter 

Curriculum Leader: 

Mr G Mullaly 

Assessment: 

Performance = 30% (15% solo, 15% ensemble) 

Composition = 30% (15% free, 15% brief) 

Listening exam = 40% (exam in Year 10 comprising 4 

areas of study) 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/

