
 1 

Issue No 3, 18th October 2019 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students 

I cannot believe we are already at the end of the first half 

of the Autumn term, it seems only yesterday that we 

started the new academic year.  This half term has been 

very busy and it has been brilliant to see all of our new 

students settle in and become more confident as the 

weeks have gone on.  It really has been a pleasure to walk 

around the school and see all of the students engaged in 

their learning and meeting our expectations. 

I would like to thank the Friends of Sandy School (FOSSS) 

who put on a Quiz Evening on Friday 11th October.  It was 

very well organised and a really enjoyable evening, raising 

funds to purchase a new student bicycle shed.  We have 

many more students cycling to school and we would like 

to increase the number of cycle sheds we have, in order 

to keep them secure at the back of the school.  

We have nearly completed the installation of a sensory 

room for students who have complex and additional 

needs, thanks to a grant that we were able to secure from 

the DFE.   Once this is up and operational, we will send 

out some photographs to show you.  Another part of this 

grant allowance was to build a sensory garden, which we 

will be starting to create during the next few months, with 

the help of our Environment Club and School Council. 

I am really pleased to announce that we have now 

secured capital funding to build our Pre-16 Football 

Academy, which will offer an alternative education 

package for students, aged from 11 to 16.  This will 

involve building three new classrooms and football 

facilities, including an 3G astro pitch at the side of the 

school.  This work will be overseen by Mr  P Waller, 

Director of Alternative Provision and Mrs C Jones, HR 

and Operations Manager.  This is a really exciting 

opportunity and we will also be working closely with 

4 Corner Coaching, to deliver some of the 

programme.  We will keep you up updated with the 

progress, we are presently at the drawing stage, but 

we hope to have the Academy open ready  for 12 

students by September 2020. 

This week, we have had three very successful days of 

enrichment, where the students have been on an 

outward bound residential in Norfolk, team building  

at Box End, Grafham Water and within school, along 

with crafting, cooking, computer programming, 

website-making and also making short film 

production in media, not forgetting the enrichment 

visits to the Natural History Museum in London, for 

different year groups.   

I would like to thank all the staff involved in 

preparing and delivering the activities, as well as 

supervising the external visits.  I would especially like 

to thank Mr Rutter, Mr Preston, Mrs Ireland and 

Miss Wood for all of their hard work and excellent 

organisation behind the scenes, which has allowed 

these three days to take place and run so smoothly 

and efficiently. 

We have also spent considerable time this week with 

students in Years 10 and 11 looking at revision 

techniques and careers and, to support this, 

students in Year 11 attended a University/

Apprenticeship Show in Northampton.   

A Message from our Executive Principal 
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Many students in both Years 10 and 12 took the 

opportunity to undertake three days of self-sourced 

work experience, within a variety of companies and 

institutions.   We look forward to them returning to 

school and hearing all about their experiences, and what 

they gained from their time in the actual workplace. 

Students in Year 13 have been using their time this week 

to work on UCAS applications and letters of application 

for employment, in preparation for the next step in their 

journey.   

Please can I put out a plea on behalf of the school and 

the local residents that you do not park outside the 

school, across anyone’s drive, or keep your engine 

running, whilst waiting to collect your child(ren).  I am 

sorry to ask, but I really do need your help.  I know that 

some parents/guardians bring their child(ren) to school 

by car and park outside, or near to, the school.  This is 

causing a lot of frustration for the local residents, as their 

drives are being blocked, or used to turn around in, as 

well as having to put up with additional noise and 

pollution from engines running continually.   

Therefore, if you do bring or collect your child(ren) to 

school by car, we would ask that you park on Engayne 

Avenue, rather than Medusa Way (the road right 

outside the school).  Our school buses are also having 

difficulties getting around the cars, when entering and 

leaving the site, and safety has to be of paramount 

importance.  

I would like to thank all the parents/guardians who 

attended the Year 7,  8, 9 Settling In Evening last 

night.  The evening was very well attended and gave 

parents/guardians the opportunity to meet their child’s 

form tutor, as well as have an open discussion 

regarding their progress over the last 7 weeks. 

Uniform: we pride ourselves on our uniform and we 

do expect it to be worn correctly.  I would, therefore, 

be grateful if you would check your child’s uniform 

over half term, as they do grow and skirts (which 

should sit on the knee) and trousers can become too 

short and blazers too tight, or short in the arm.  If you 

find this is the case, they do need to be replaced.  A 

reminder of our uniform, supplier and how to place 

an order, are provided on pages 10 and 11 of this 

edition.  If you are struggling financially to do this, then 

please contact me, in confidence, by email using  

executiveprincipal@sandysecondaryschool.com, and I 

will pick this up in order to help and support you.   

Please be aware that we return after half term on 

Monday 28th October—there is no training day.  

Students in Years 11 and 13 will sit their first round of 

mock examinations in the first couple of weeks back 

and, therefore, it is essential they start revising now.  

These mock examinations need to be taken seriously 

so we can identify any gaps in learning and 

concentrate on examination technique.  Mock 

examination results taken also be taken into  special 

consideration if a students was to have a serious 

accident, illness, traumatic experience or suffer a loss,  

which would hinder their ability to sit the examination. 

I would like to congratulate all students across the 

school for the excellent start they have made this half 

term to the new academic year and wish you all a very 

safe and enjoyable half term. 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 
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WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL 

As you may be aware from our previous 

newsletters, we have a student with a severe nut 

allergy and they may not be the only student in 

the future who has this condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we are no longer allowing 

nuts of any kinds, or nut related products, 

into school.  This also includes food cooked 

in nut oil and such things as Nutella, peanut 

butter, some cereal and chocolate bars, etc.  

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

Important SEND Information 

Please note that Mrs  H Smith (SENCO) will 

be taking maternity leave from 1st 

November 2019.   

Mrs L Cross will be taking over the SENCO 

duties at Sandy Secondary School whilst 

Miss K Hayward will take over SENCO 

duties at Moggerhanger Primary School. 

Aerosols 

Could we please ask you, as parents/

guardians, to remind your son/

daughter that aerosols are a 

banned item and should not be brought into 

school, for any reason. 

We have several members of our school 

community who can be severely affected when 

aerosols are sprayed and we ask for your support in 

ensuring that they are not in your son/daughter’s 

possession whilst in school. 

Mr Preston 

Parent/Guardian Focus  

Empty Sweets Tubs, Biscuit Tins 

The DT Food department is welcoming any 

donations of empty sweet tubs, biscuit or sweet 

tins, as they are very useful for students to take 

home their DT Food masterpieces. 
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Term Dates for 2019—2020 
 

Autumn Term 2019 
4th September—20th December 2019 

 
Half Term: 21st —25th October 2019 

 
Spring Term 2020 

6th January—3rd April 2020 
 

Half Term: 17th—21st February 2020 
 

Summer Term 2020 
21st April—17th July 2020 

 
Half Term: 25th—29th May 2020 

 
INSET DAYS 

Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September 2019 
Friday 29th November 2020 

Monday 20th April 2020 

“Intervention” Listings on MyEd App 

Following some parental enquiries, we would just 

like to clarify the meaning of “Intervention” when 

listed under Behaviour on the MyEd app. 

Please be assured that this does not carry any 

behaviour points—it is the way our system places 

any interventions, such as provisions that we have 

put in place for your child, or a record of meetings 

or telephone conversations.   

Who to Contact, and How ... 

In the first instance, please email 

parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com and your 

query will be directed to the appropriate person.   

We will normally be able to reply within 48 hours, but 

the majority of concerns are resolved the same day.  

For student absence, you can call us on 01767 680598, 

extension 243 and leave a voicemail message, or use  

attendance@sandysecondaryschool.com. 

You can also ring us on 01767 680598, where our 

Pastoral Support Assistant will usually be your first 

point of contact.   

If you have an SEND enquiry, please ask for Mrs L 

Cross, while Mrs H Smith is on maternity leave. 

You can also reply direct to any emails, or texts, 

that are sent by us through our communications 

company, as these are regularly monitored 

throughout the day. 

Sandy Star in the Spotlight 

Congratulations to Year 11 student, Callum 
Carpenter, for completing the following 4 courses 
over the summer: 

 Level 2 Developing Leadership Skills for Young 
People 

  Level 2 Developing Self Leadership and 
Resillence for Young People 

 Level 1 Teamwork and Personal Skills for 
Uniformed Youth Organisations 

 Level 2 Aviation Studies for Air 
Cadets 

Parent/Guardian Focus  



 5 

Issue No 3, 18th October 2019 

During the first few days of this week the entire school timetable was suspended to allow all students to take part 

in a range of exciting and engaging enrichment experiences.  The three days were designed to extend and enrich 

our curriculum and provide students with the opportunity to experience activities and learning opportunities 

outside of the classroom. Some students in Years 7-9 attended our residential visit to Norfolk where they took 

part in a range of outdoor activities including archery, a climbing wall and an obstacle course. They had a fabulous 

time and enjoyed the chance to work creatively together with other students and the staff. The disco and campfire 

were particularly enjoyable and proved popular with all. 

For those that did not go to Norfolk, some students in Years 7-9 attended a day-trip to Box End Park in Kempston 

while many Year 11 students attended a trip to Grafham Water. These trips were based around outside learning 

and challenged students through a huge range of active tasks. Despite the challenges of British weather, the 

students got involved and made the most of all the opportunities with students really enjoying the paddle 

boarding, raft building and archery. During the three days, students in Years 7-9 also visited the Natural History 

Museum in London, while Year 11 went on a day trip to the University and Apprenticeship Fair at Northampton 

University. All of these visits were a huge success and students consistently upheld the Sandy Secondary School 

values throughout, demonstrating a really positive and mature attitude. 

In addition to the above, many students in Year 10 and Year 12 took advantage of the opportunity to arrange work 

experience in their chosen area of interest, while Sixth Form students remaining in school took part in team-

building and skills-based projects, while many in Year 13 worked on completing their UCAS applications.  

For those students that remained in school, they were provided with an opportunity to embed and extend their 

learning. Students in Years 7-9 were given the opportunity to choose from lots of different experiences. These 

included students making a range of Halloween-themed crafts in the arts and crafts session, producing their own 

websites in the Media session, and producing a range of culinary delights in the Master Chef session. In Years 10 

and 11, students followed a timetable that enabled them to embed their knowledge of key aspects of the 

curriculum including Maths, English, Science, Modern Foreign Languages and Humanities. These sessions also 

helped to  enhance their understanding of essential examination skills in the run up to the GCSE examinations by 

looking at examination technique and strategies for examination success.  

Overall the enrichment experience gave the entire school the opportunity to work together in a different way, 

deepening and extending our shared sense of community and ultimately promoting a real love of learning. 

Needless to say it would not have been possible without the huge amount of hard work and goodwill of the staff, 

the support and generosity of our parents/guardians, and the superb work ethic and excellent behaviour from our 

students.  

Over the next few pages, we have included a few photographs of just some of the activities, both in school and on 

external visits and we hope you enjoy them, as much as the children enjoyed taking part. 

Mr Rutter 

Enrichment Activities Report 
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Enrichment Activities 

Hallowe’en Activities 

Media 

Building a game using microbit software  
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Enrichment Activities 

Natural History Museum 

Grafham Water 

Earthquake Simulations 
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Enrichment Activities 

Box End Park, 

Kempston 
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Enrichment Activities 

Norfolk Residential Visit 
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Uniform 
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PE Extra-Curricular and Intervention Timetable 
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2021 Ski Trip 

If your child is interested in taking part in the 2021 Ski Trip, please ask them to see Mrs Partridge for a 
copy of the letter. 
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Friends of Sandy Secondary School 
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