
 

 

WLY/jm 
25th June 2021 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Sixth Form Careers Guidance 
 
As part of our programme of careers guidance, we have arranged for a two-day event when students 
in our Sixth Form will have the opportunity to either begin the application process for university, or 
start to research apprenticeships and job applications for the end of Year 13.   
 
University applications take place through an on-line system called UCAS.  We strongly advise that 
any student who is considering university, starts this process now.   The final deadlines for 
application does depend on which university and course you are apply for:  Oxford, Cambridge, 
Conservatoires (Dance and Music) and medical and veterinary courses all have earlier deadlines in 
October.  All other courses and universities have a deadline in January.  There is an application fee, 
but this is only payable at the point that the application is actually sent. 
 
Apprenticeships and jobs are advertised both nationally and locally, when the vacancies occur, so we 
will show students where to look and how to apply when these opportunities arise. 
 
We are currently planning these days for Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th July.  On these two days, all 
students in Sixth Form are required to attend.  The day will start at 9.10am and finish at 2.50pm.  We 
may allow students who have completed all of the tasks to leave school earlier on the Tuesday if they 
wish to do so. 
 
We have also arranged for a five-day event starting on Monday 12th July, ending on Friday 16th July.   
The NCS (National Citizen Service) have offered a free programme of events, including team-building 
exercises, driver awareness training, first aid, debate sessions, mental health and volunteering 
opportunities, and is being offered is being offered to all students free of charge.  This qualification is 
highly valued by both employers and universities.   At the end of these five days, students will receive 
a certificate showing that they have completed NCS.  Again, the five days will be compulsory for all 
students in Year 12.   
 
The majority of the activities will take place at the Trinity Arts and Leisure Centre in Bedford, so 
students will be collected from the school site at 9.00 am and returned in time for the normal school 
buses/minibus at the end of the day.  We will require students to register at 8.45am each day in the 
Theatre Hall, before they leave for the day’s events.   
 
Students will need to wear clothing appropriate for the day’s activities (a program will be sent to all 
students very shortly).  They will need to provide their own lunch (although they will be in Bedford 
town centre for most of the activities and they will be allowed to leave the site at lunchtime).   
 
 
 



Although participation in the NCS programme is compulsory, the activities themselves are entirely 
voluntary, once the students are there.  Any student who does not attend will be expected to be in 
school, where work will be provided for them.  
 
We see this as an amazing opportunity for our students, as they would normally have to pay for this 
chance and great way to end their time in Year 12, especially after the difficult year that the students 
have had, taking part in something different and rewarding. 
 
Students have been asked to provide some simple contact details, that will be kept entirely 
confidential, so that they can be registered and information can be sent directly to them from the 
NCS. 
 
More information, giving further details regarding both of these events, will follow shortly, but if you 
have any questions regarding these two opportunities, please do not hesitate to contact me at the 
school, using parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
Mr W Levesley 
Head of Sixth Form 
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