
Sandy Secondary School 

Geography Department  Curriculum Vision

“We want our pupils to leave school being able to 
understand why the world is the way it is; how both 

physical and human process have shaped it and continue 
to shape it. We want them to have the competency to 

make better informed decisions and add to this body of 
knowledge themselves in the future.”



Sandy Secondary School 

Geography Department  Intent

Our overriding intent is that students are engaged in the topics we chose to 
study; they will be able to see the relevance of them. They will acquire a 

broad base of knowledge and be introduced to ways of interpreting 
information and learn skills that will better prepare them to understand the 
world they live in and the issues they will face.  They will develop a sense of 
place and the why of where. Achieving this intent ensures that students are 

in a better position to make sensible decisions for their future and the 
future of those around them, as well as having the understanding to 

empathise with different viewpoints.



Geography Department  Curriculum
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Sandy Secondary School Geography Department  Impact

By the end of KS3 students should have a more detailed and extensive framework of knowledge of the world, including 
globally significant physical and human features and places in the news. Understand in some detail what a number of 
places are like, how and why they are similar and different, and how and why they are changing. To know about some 
spatial patterns in physical and human geography, the conditions which influence those patterns, and the processes which 
led to change. Show some understanding of the links between people, places and environments. Be able to carry out 
investigations using a range of geographical questions, skills and sources of information including a variety of maps, graphs
and images. They can express and explain their opinions, and recognise why others may have different points of view.

By the end of KS4:  Have extensive knowledge relating to a wide range of places, environments and features at a variety of 
appropriate scales, extending from local to global. Understand the physical and human conditions and processes which 
lead to the development of, and change in, a variety of geographical features, systems and places. They can explain various 
ways in which places are linked and the  impact such links have on people and environments. They can make connections 
between different geographical phenomena they have studied. Be able, with increasing independence, to  choose and use 
a wide range of data to help investigate, interpret, make judgements and draw conclusions about geographical questions, 
issues and  problems, and express and engage with different points of view about these.

By the end of KS5: Students should have a broader and deeper understanding of locational contexts, including greater 
awareness of the importance of scale. Gain a deeper  understanding of the processes that lead to geographical changes 
and the multivariate nature of human-physical relationships and interactions, with a stronger focus on forming valid 
generalisations and abstractions, together with a growing awareness of the importance of theoretical perspectives and 
conceptual frameworks in geography.  Be able to plan and undertake independent enquiry in which skills, knowledge and 
understanding are applied to investigate geographical questions, and show competence in a range of intellectual and 
communication skills, including the formulation of arguments, that include elements of synthesis and evaluation of 
material.



Sandy Secondary School 

Geography Department  Impact

The impact of our curriculum is not just measured in outcomes of exams. Student enjoyment can be seen 
by the teacher in lessons, during observations and discussions. Uptake figures, especially at GCSE suggest 

that students enjoy and see the relevance of the content.

Achievement is assessed in lessons, through discussions, encouraging students to ask questions. Regular 
planned assessment allow an assessment of impact and ensuring that the right level of challenge is being 

incorporated. 

Students are encouraged to track and reflect on their achievements and to complete feed forward 
activities where appropriate.

Attendance at CPD sessions, and personal research, keeps the department up to date with current 
research so that this can be included in all reviews.


