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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 
Approaching Half Term 
We have now come to the end of the first half of the 
autumn term.  It really is remarkable how quickly the 
last seven weeks have passed.   The students really have 
settled very well back into school after the summer 
holidays and, as always, they are a pleasure to be 
around.   

It has also been wonderful to see them enjoying their 
learning and getting involved with the life of the school 
and developing both academically and personally.  It is 
amazing how quickly they grow in confidence and how 
resilient they have been in dealing with the many 
challenges of the past few months and years.   I have 
been particularly impressed by the lovely manners of   
our students in Year 7 and their enthusiasm to get fully 
involved in the life of the school. 

  

Illness 
We have had a bout of illness hit the school over the 
last two weeks, with a sickness bug and heavy cold 
sweeping through the school.  This, along with an 
increase in the number of positive Covid-19 cases 
across year groups, is why we have recommended that 
both staff and students return to wearing face masks/
shield should they wish to.   

We would also ask that you continue to encourage your 
child to do their LFD tests regularly and that if they 
have any of the symptoms of Covid-19 they do not 
attend school.  Please arrange for them to take an LFD 
test at home followed by a PCR test, if this gives a 
positive result.   

We would also ask that you do not send your child into 
school until 48 hours after a sickness bug.   

Unfortunately, over the last 18 months many of our 
immune systems have been weakened and, therefore, 
we want to try to reduce the spread of any illness and 
virus, especially Covid-19, which is why we are asking 
that you work with us and take extra precautions.   

We are also still implementing all our cleaning and 
sanitising routines and procedures across the school, 
as well as restricting visitors into the school.    

You will be aware the Covid-19 vaccinations which 
were offered to all 12-15 year old's took place on 
Thursday 21st October in school.  If your child missed 
this and you do want them to have the vaccination 
you will need to phone the school-age immunisation 

team.  Their telephone number is:  0300 790 0594 

  

Black History Month 
Over the last few weeks we have 
been celebrating not just Black 
History month but diversity, tolerance, and 
acceptance of all.  

Our Equality and Diversity Ambassadors from the 
student body have been a real credit to the school, 
organising two film nights for students that showcase 
the contributions of black communities to world 
history.  The first of these was called Hidden Figures 
and focused on the contributions of black women to 
the NASA space programme in the 1960s.  The second 
was called Selma, and focused on the march from 
Selma to Montgomery in 1965, spearheaded by 
Martin Luther King in an effort to secure equal voting 
rights.   

These films celebrate our differences, as none of us 
are the same and it is essential that we value 
everyone. The Equality and Diversity Ambassadors 
have also been working hard this week to deliver 
assemblies with Mrs Cross, the central theme of which 
was 'Proud to Be'. 

 
Sixth Form Student Leadership 
I had the pleasure of meeting with the Sixth Form 
Student Leadership Team last week, who are a 
wonderful group of young adults, full of great ideas of 
how they want to support the school community.  
They especially want to support the younger students, 
and we have, therefore, agreed to put in place a Sixth 
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Form Buddying Scheme across the school, along with 
various events to help support young people’s 
emotional and physical wellbeing. Please look out for 
further information about these events in the coming 
weeks. 

 

Climate Change 

From Sunday 31st October— Friday 12th November, the 
COP26 summit will be taking place.  As a school, we are 
taking part to try and raise awareness of this important 
event and the challenges of climate change.  

We were very lucky to have three of our Year 13 
Geography students, accompanied by our Curriculum 
Lead, Ms Saunders, attend a climate conference ahead 
of our drop-down day on the environment, which we 
held on Wednesday 20th 
October.  Please see more details 
on these events further in this 
edition of Spotlight, as well as the 
winners of our competition. 

 
Top Achievers - Wadham College Visit 
We have also been very lucky to continue to be 
involved with Oxford University and, on Friday 1st 
October, a number of our students had the opportunity 
to experience life at one of the colleges.   

They had the opportunity to ask questions so they could 
see first-hand what life is like as a student at 
Oxford.  Please see further in this edition of Spotlight 
for their account of what they found out. 
  

Our Open Day: Saturday 2nd October 
We held a very successful Open Day on Saturday 2nd 
October for prospective new students.  We also 
welcomed a number of our current Year 7 parents/
guardians who were unable to visit us in person the 
year before due to lockdown restrictions.   

Although we had a limited number of students on site, 
and they were kept at a distance from the general 
public, they were a real credit to themselves and the 
school.  

I would like to thank all the staff involved for a very 
successful day and especially Mrs Hinson, Mrs Jones 
and the site team for all their hard work in planning 
and organising the event. 

Year 7 and 12 Settling-In Evenings 
It has been lovely to talk to parents/guardians during 
the last couple of weeks about our new students and 
how they are progressing and settling into their new 
routines and courses.   

If, at any time, there is something you or your child 
would like further support with, please do not hesitate 
to contact us.  Thank you for your continued support 
 

Reception 
Please can I ask that when you telephone reception, 
you do show understanding and patience with our 
office staff.  They will not always have the answers 
that you want, or be able to put you straight through 
to the member of staff you wish to talk to, as they may 
be on duty, teaching or in a parental meeting.   

Our receptionists are more than happy to help and 
will always pass on the request for a member of staff 
to return your call.  However, they do not know your 
child, nor do they have the ability to make key 
decisions, or have at hand all the information that you 
may want to know.   

As parents/guardians we, of course, want the best for 
our children and we want issues picked up as soon as 
they can.  Please be reassured that your query will be 
picked up by the relevant staff member as soon as 
possible.  

We, therefore, ask that you are not rude or aggressive 
towards our reception staff, as unfortunately we have 
had a small minority of parents/guardians who have 
been extremely rude and threatening to the 
administration team recently.  Should this continue, I 
am afraid that we will have to enact our policy in 
response to aggressive behaviour and terminate the 
telephone call.  We would then not allow that parent/
guardian to communicate directly by telephone, 
instead contact would be restricted by email only, to a 
designated member of staff.   
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This type of behaviour also goes against all the values 
that we are trying to teach our students as part of the 
expectations we have as a school community.  I hope 
that you will support us in ensuring that our reception 
staff are not put in this position.   Thank you. 

  

New Fence 
I am aware that have been some discussions on 
Facebook regarding the new fence we are having 
installed at the side of the school which,  in places, was 
broken or not fit for purpose.   

The height of the fence also no longer meets the DfE 
requirements for safeguarding in schools.  We, 
therefore, took advice from the local council and the 
DfE, over which fencing would be best.  Rather than 
have different sections replaced at a time (which would 
prove to be very costly), we decided to replace the 
whole line of fencing in one go.   The old fencing is 
going to be recycled, as we are very aware of 
environmental impact and, as a school, we always look 
to recycle anything we can no longer use.   

  

New Outside Canteen/Classroom 
You may be aware we have been constructing a further 
canteen and outside classroom space at the back of the 
school, in our memorial garden area.   

I am pleased to inform you that we are now in the final 
stages of this new unit and we hope this will be ready 
to use in November, as an additional space for our 
students to use. 

  
Macmillan 
I would like to extend a huge 
thank you to all of the staff 
and students who supported 
this fundraising event, at the 
end of September. 

Thanks to all your support we 
were able to raise a very 
impressive £1,537.75 for this 
very worthy charity.  

Key Dates – Golden Day Trips/Visits 
We are hoping that, this year, we will be able to 
resume our annual Golden Day/Reward Visits, and 
this is being planned for Tuesday 14th December.  

Students who have met our expectations over a 
period of time, in regards to behaviour and 
attendance, will be invited to participate in a trip or 
activity of their choice.   

The visits and activities range from no cost for 
activities taking place within school, to a maximum of 
£40 for an external visit.  Please be aware that we will 
be offering students the choice of what they  would 
like to do, as of Friday 19th November.  We will, 
therefore, be monitoring student behaviour from 
Monday 1st November to Friday 17th December and 
expect it to be exceptional.  

This means that students should not accumulate 
any  more than 20 behaviour points during this time, 
nor should they receive an isolation or exclusion 
during this period.   

Attendance should be at least 96%, unless there are 
exceptional circumstances during this time.  We are 
aware that illness cannot be avoided and, therefore,  
would not exclude a student from the Rewards  Day, if 
they have had to be off school due to illness or 
personal circumstances that we are aware of. 
Students will not be able to attend if they have 
unauthorised absence during this period.  

Students who do not qualify to take part in the 
Reward Day (and we hope this will be very few), will 
be expected to attend school and take part in normal 
lessons, supervised by the Senior Leadership Team.   

We hope to hold such a Reward Day once a term, as 
part of our commitment to celebrating our students' 
successes and allowing them to experience different 
activities,  inside or outside of the school 
environment. 
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Commitment to Wellbeing and Positive 
Mental Health 
You will, hopefully, have read my letter asking that, over 
half-term, you encourage your child not to be on 
electronic devices and to instead do something creative 
to express themselves.   

We are aware that students in Year 11 have mock 
examinations after half term and would encourage 
them to do no more than 2 hours of revision a day.  
This is so that they can also have time to do activities 
that they enjoy, and also help to encourage a positive 
mind set, as we do not want anyone working 
excessively over half term.  

We will also not be issuing any homework, as we are 
aware that, for many students, this is the first time in 
nearly two years that they have done a full half term in 
school and they are subsequently getting very tired.  

To enforce our desire for both staff and students to 
step away from electronic devices and improve their 
wellbeing and mental health,  we are also closing all 
school telephone lines and email accounts over half 
term.  Please, therefore, do not expect anyone to 
respond to any questions or queries after 4.00pm on 
Friday 22nd October up until 8.00am on Monday 1st 
November.   

If you do need to get hold of the school in an 
emergency, then please only use the following email 
address khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com. 
 
Wishing you all a very restful half term break, and I 
would like to thank you all for your continued support. 

 Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

 

School Ties 

Please note that there is a small 

increase in price and school ties are 

now £6.50.   

Should your child need a 

replacement, these can be 

purchased at Student Reception or 

payment can be made on 

ParentPay, after which they can 

collect from Student Reception. 

Do you have PE kit that no longer fits, gathering 
dust in the drawer?  

This is a plea for anyone who has recently grown out of 
their PE kit or who is no longer in need of it.  

We would be very grateful if you could please donate it 
to the school for those children who are in need of it, 
by placing it in the box outside the PE office.  

This is to ensure no-one misses out if they 
have forgotten their kit by as the donated kits will serve 
as spare items.   This could be the school PE polo shirt, 
shorts, leggings, rugby jumper, tracksuit, or trainers, 
that are still in a good condition.  

 

 

mailto:khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com
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On Friday 15th October our Year 13 Geographers took part in a National Schools’ Climate Action day at 

Stowe School in Buckingham. The aim of the day was to …  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numerous guest speakers had been invited to share their stories and insights to highlight the climate 

crisis and identify ways in which we can work together to solve the issue.  There were also opportunities 

to break out into smaller groups to work together to discuss possible solutions. 

A key highlight was a talk from John Sauven the Executive Director of Greenpeace UK.  He highlighted 

issues we were totally unaware of such as, clearing of tropical rainforests to grow soy for chicken feed in 

the UK, which ended up in chicken nuggets.  The head of McDonalds had no idea this was an issue.  Also, 

rainforests were being cut down for paper which was used in the BBC Wildlife Magazine, which Sir 

David Attenborough was also totally unaware and soon initiated changes.  So Greenpeace’s work to 

track supply chains has really helped businesses become more ethical and sustainable.  

There was an interesting demonstration from Max La Manna, a zero-waste chef to show us how we can 

cut food waste and eat a more plant-based diet.  He showed us that you can regrow onions, celery and 

peppers from the parts of the vegetables we would usually throw away. We then got to make our own 

plant-based lunches. 

The break-out sessions were really enjoyable and interactive. Here we were able to use a tools 

developed at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and the Royal Geographical Society which 

allowed us to toggle different solutions to try to reduce the amount of global warming and how to make 

cities more sustainable.  What struck us most, is that greening our electricity is only a tiny portion of the 

solution. Insulating buildings, reducing deforestation and methane emissions by cutting food waste and 

red meat and dairy in our diets, along with greening private transport and HGVs.  
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Visit to Wadham College, Oxford 

Some of our students were taken on a tour around Wadham College, Oxford and had opportunities to 
talk to current students and academics, as well as experiencing a lecture.  Hopefully, they will aspire to, 
and are feeling much more confident in applying to Oxford, Cambridge, and other top universities in the 
future. 

Mr Burnett, who attended Wadham College was able to show them some of the hidden parts of the 

college too.  As always, our students’ behaviour was impeccable and they were a credit to themselves and the 

school. 
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Innovate Price list Followed by Hot Food Menu 
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Sandy Secondary School Extracurricular Activities 
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