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Dear Parents, Guardians and Students 

Welcome back after half term.  I hope you all had a good 

holiday, and safely enjoyed any firework displays over the 

weekend. 

We have now implemented our new bicycle policy and all 

students who wish to cycle to school and leave their bike 

on the school grounds must have returned a completed 

permission slip.  This permission slip agrees that the 

student’s bicycle is road worthy and that they are 

displaying, somewhere on their bike, a Sandy Secondary 

School reflective sticker.  We do not mind if this is placed 

under the seat, on the bottom of the frame or anywhere 

of the student’s choice,  as long as it can be seen when 

asked by a member of staff, as we will be carrying out 

checks from 12th November.  Any student who has not 

returned a permission slip, or not displaying a sticker, will 

not be allowed to bring their bicycle into school, from the 

day after the check, until this is done.  If a student 

continues not to comply, then parents/guardians will be 

called to collect the bicycle, as we will consider it un road 

worthy.  We are also working with Bedfordshire Police 

and local cycle safety groups to deliver road safety 

awareness training to students who cycle into school, as 

well as security marking, which will help identify the 

bicycle, if it was ever stolen.   

Please can I ask you to discuss with your child the rules of 

the roads and impress the need to wear safety 

equipment, such as reflective jackets and cycle helmets.   

This is vital so that other road users and vehicles can see 

them and, should they be unfortunate and have an 

accident, they are at least protected as much as possible. 

Only last week a student riding to school fell off his 

bicycle and seriously injured his arm.  I would like all 

students to avoid any further accidents by riding 

safely and wearing the appropriate clothing, as well 

as ensuring that their cycle is roadworthy to begin 

with. 

On Monday 11th November, at 11.00am, we will be 

holding our annual Remembrance Service at the 

back of the school.  We are very proud of this event 

and the impeccable behaviour and level of respect 

our students always show to servicemen and 

women, past and present, who have served and 

protected us and our country.  If you are able to help 

us raise as much money as possible in support of the 

Royal British Legion, then please send in what 

money you can afford for your child to buy a poppy, 

or poppy-related items, that are being sold around 

the school.  Our Sixth Form students will be visiting 

tutor groups during registration. 

I would like to wish all students in Year 11 good luck 

for the next two weeks as they start their first round 

of mock examinations.  It is essential that your child  

takes these seriously and that they come 

appropriately equipped for these examinations, and 

we have included a useful list of equipment needed 

later in this edition. These mock examinations will be 

held under strict examination conditions, so students 

will not be allowed to wear any watches, or have any 

writing on their hands, etc.  Mobile phones will 

have to be switched off and placed in the plastic 

wallets  provided on their examination desks.  

A Message from our Executive Principal 
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Students must also not have anything at all in any 

pockets.  The examination board rules are very strict 

and very clear.  If they are not adhered to, this can result 

in students being disqualified, not only from that 

examination, but all other examinations with that board.  

I very much hope this will not be the case, as the vast 

majority of our students are very well behaved and 

follow the rules.  It is also important that your child takes 

these mock examinations seriously as, should they be 

unfortunate enough to suffer a serious illness, 

bereavement or unforeseen event which meant they 

could not sit an examination in the summer, the 

examination board can look at their mock examination 

results when considering any special consideration 

request. 

I would like to thank Mr Preston and Mr Levesley, along 

with all the other staff members involved in the very 

informative, and highly organised, Sixth Form Open 

Evening last night.  If you, and any Year 11 students 

attended, I hope that you found the event very useful to 

assist you making the decision as to where students 

study, or establishment to attend, in the next phase of 

their learning journey.  Please can I impress upon you 

and your child that they must be in education, 

employment or training and they must achieve at least 

a Level 4 or equivalent in Maths or English by the age of 

18.  We hope that the majority of our students will do 

this at the end of Year 11, however, if this is not the case, 

then they will be expected, wherever they go to train or 

study further, to resit English and Maths. 

I am really proud and pleased at how well all students 

are settling in to the new academic year and engaging in 

their learning.  We hope that the majority of our 

students will be able to choose an event or trip they 

Important SEND Information 

Please note that Mrs  H Smith (SENCO) will 

be taking maternity leave from 1st 

November 2019.   

Mrs L Cross will be taking over the SENCO 

duties at Sandy Secondary School whilst 

Miss K Hayward will take over SENCO 

duties at Moggerhanger Primary School. 

want to do for our forthcoming Golden Day on 

Wednesday 18th December as a reward.  We are 

currently in the final stages of confirming these trips 

and activities, and letters will be sent home in the next 

few weeks. 

I have to admit that I have been taking a sneaky peek 

at the rehearsals for our school production, Footloose, 

which will be performed in early December. Students 

across all year groups are working really hard and it 

looks  to be an amazing event, and one which you will 

not want to miss.  Please do come along and support 

on Monday 2nd, Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th 

December—tickets will be on sale shortly, and we will 

send you further details as soon as they become 

available. 

Can I take this opportunity to remind you that we have 

an Inset Day on Friday 29th November, and school will  

be closed. 

Have a good weekend. 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 
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WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL 

As you may be aware from our previous 

newsletters, we have a student with a 

severe nut allergy and they may not be 

the only student in the future who has 

this condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all kinds 

of serious side effects for the young person if eaten or 

touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, swelling, eczema, 

sneezing, asthmas, abdominal pain, drop in blood 

pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac arrest and Anaphylaxis 

may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the appropriate 

medication is kept in school.  However, to avoid any 

such incident occurring with nut allergies and the 

affects they can have within seconds, we are no 

longer allowing nuts of any kinds, or nut related 

products, into school.  This also includes food 

cooked in nut oil and such things as Nutella, peanut 

butter, some cereal and chocolate bars, etc.  

We would be extremely grateful for your support on 

this matter. 

Aerosols 

Could we please ask you, as parents/

guardians, to remind your son/

daughter that aerosols are a 

banned item and should not be brought into 

school, for any reason. 

We have several members of our school 

community who can be severely affected when 

aerosols are sprayed and we ask for your support in 

ensuring that they are not in your son/daughter’s 

possession whilst in school. 

Mr Preston 

Parent/Guardian Focus  

Empty Sweets Tubs, Biscuit Tins 

The DT Food department is welcoming any 

donations of empty sweet tubs, biscuit or sweet 

tins, as they are very useful for students to take 

home their DT Food masterpieces. 

Maths Puzzle 

This week sees the return of the popular Maths 
Puzzle.  

As before, the best answer is the winner, so not just 
the correct answer—don’t forget that a good 
explanation is needed. 

Entries to be handed in to Mr Burnett. 
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Make sure you have everything you need: 

 A BLACK pen you can write with comfortably and legibly 

 Pens, pencils (spare or sharpener) 

 Colouring pencils, if required 

 Highlighting pens 

 Ruler 

 Calculator (with lid removed) if needed and allowed (spare battery) 

 Maths equipment, if needed – compass, protractor, etc 

 Clear pencil case 

 Bottle of water, with label removed 

Dealing with Examination Nerves: 

 Find out what is involved in the examination: 

 Where and when will it take place 

 How much time is allowed 

 How many questions you need to answer 

 Think positive 

 Eat Sensibly—your brain cells need energy to function well.  Make sure you drink plenty of water to 

avoid becoming dehydrated.  Dehydration makes you feel tired and reduces concentration. 

Examination Tips: 

 Be prepared: find out what is involved in each of the examinations that you are going to sit.  Organise 

yourself the night before and get plenty of sleep. 

 Check you have the correct equipment with you, before you leave the house (pens, pencils, ruler, 

scientific calculator, etc). 

 Leave for the examination in plenty of time. 

 Look through the paper FIRST and mark difficult questions/initial thoughts 

Examination Equipment 
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Examination Tips (continued): 

 Select the questions that will best enable you to demonstrate your knowledge to the examiner 

 Look at the marks available and read the questions CAREFULLY, following instructions given in the 

paper, eg, to show all workings, word limits, etc. 

 Use the information provided on the paper—the answer is often nearly all there 

 Pace yourself, and allow enough time to answer all the required questions. 

 For longer answers, take a few minutes to produce a structured plan of what you are going to include 

in each section 

 Allow yourself 10 minutes at the end of the examination to read through your answers and correct any  

mistakes 

 Cross out, with a single line, anything you do not want the examiner to read, eg, an earlier answer to a 

question 

IN THE ACTUAL EXAMINATION: 

 

Read: 

 The instructions 

 All of the questions BEFORE you choose which to do 

 Each question carefully 

 

 

Time Yourself 

 Divide the time appropriately between the number of questions you have to do and watch the clock to 

stick to this. 

 Do not panic if you run out of time—but make sure you round off your answer, even if facts  are 

missing—conclusions are worth a lot. 

Examination Tips 
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Before the exam: 

Get organised 
 Get enough sleep - synchronise your body clock with exam times. 

 Prepare your exam resources - pens, calculators, ID card, etc. 

 Check the day/time/place for your exam.  

 Know what you are permitted to take into the examination room, especially if the exam is ‘open book’ style. 

During the exam: 

During reading time 
 Read the entire paper thoroughly. 

 Check instructions (optional/compulsory; short/long answers, etc) 

 Allocate time proportionally to the value of each question. 

 Decide on the order of your answers and organise plans (mentally if writing is not permitted) 

After reading time 
 Tick and order the questions you plan to answer. 

 Re-read the questions and underline key words and phrases. 

 Write notes/brief outline answers in your exam booklet. 

When answering questions 
 Make sure you answer ALL questions – one excellent answer will not compensate for a missed one (= zero). 

 Keep to pre-set time limits for each question. 

 Find the themes, relate these to the course objectives. 

 Number answers clearly and accurately. 

 Write on alternate lines and leave space at the end of each question.  

 Work thoroughly but rapidly. 

 Answer the hardest questions first particularly if they are worth the most marks. 

 Use other questions for clues. 

 Notice where words/figures are emphasised. 

 Identify formulae and equations presented in words. 

Examination Tips 
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During the exam (continued): 

 

Multiple-choice questions 
 Examine the sequence of questions. Does that give you any clues? 

 Read all the alternatives before choosing the answer. 

 Make certain you are choosing the ‘best’ answer to the question. 

 Be aware of the wording: “always”, “never”, “mostly”, “rarely”, double negatives, (eg “not unknown”),  the 
passive voice. 

 Remember that wrong options are often based on common misconceptions. 

 Make an educated guess for unknown answers unless you are penalised for wrong answers. 

Essay / short answer questions 
 Keep time allocations proportional to marks. 

 Provide definitions where necessary. 

 Identify key concepts. 

 Give examples. 

 Write clearly and simply. 

Problem solving questions 
 Write down any formulae needed first. 

 Label all working stages clearly. 

 Check computational accuracy. 

 Show your working unless told not to. 

Before the exam finishes 
 Re-attempt questions you found too difficult at first. 

 Make sure the examiner can read your answers and diagrams.  

 Never leave the exam early. 

 Use spare time to thoroughly check your answers. 

 Make sure your name, centre number and candidate number are marked clearly on all papers. 

 If you are running out of time never omit a question completely. Give the examiner an outline of how you 

planned to answer a question/the remainder of the question. 

Examination Tips 



 8 

Issue No 4, 8th November 2019 



 9 

Issue No 4, 8th November 2019 

As many of you will already be aware, we are supporting the “Love in a Box” 

campaign for children around the world who may be in a less fortunate situation than 

we are.  Below is a little more information on how you and your child can contribute 

to this very worthy cause, along with a useful guide as to what can go in your box.  

Thank you, in advance, for your support. 

 
 
 
 
 

What can go in my 
Shoebox? 

Small soft toys 
Small ball 
Football & pump 
Slinky 
Small puzzles 
Musical instruments 
Yoyo 
Doll 
Toy car 
Skipping rope 
Pens/pencils 
Colouring pencils 
Crayons 
Rubbers/sharpeners 
Small colouring books 
Picture books 
Note books 
stamps 
Hat (new) 
Scarves (new) 
Gloves (new) 
Toothbrush 
Soap (wrapped) 
Flannel 
Sponge 
Hairbrush/comb 
Hair bows/clips 
Sunglasses 

Love in a Box– please support if you are able 
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PE Extra-Curricular and Intervention Timetable 
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2021 Ski Trip 

If your child is interested in taking part in the 2021 Ski Trip, please ask them to see Mrs Partridge for a 
copy of the letter.  LAST FEW PLACES REMAINING, so be quick !! 
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