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20th August 2020  

Dear Parent/Guardian 

  

Return to School and Communication from Sandy Secondary School  

  

We are looking forward to welcoming all of our students back, and hope that you and your family have had a good 

summer. I want to take this opportunity to remind you of the plans that we have already communicated, and to 

ensure that you have all the information needed for your child to have a smooth and positive start to the new 

academic year. You will therefore find attached to this letter a booklet with details of the arrangements we have put 

in place. Please read through this carefully as it contains a lot of important information about how the school is 

working to ensure the safety of its students and staff during this difficult time. We have also made a change to how PE 

will be delivered, due to recent changes in the government guidance. Students will now be able to change into their 

PE kit and take part in PE lessons from the 14th September 2020. 

  

To support your child in their return to school, we have also put in place the following arrangements for September:  

  

Year 7: will start school on Monday 7th September at 8.25am. Your child should make their way to the tennis courts 

at the back of the school, where they will be informed of their temporary tutor group, before being led into school by 

their form tutor. For more detailed information on arrangements for this year group, please see the letter dated 14th 

July, 2020 on our school website.   

  

Year 8 and 9: will start school on Thursday 10th September at 8.35am. Your child should make their way to the tennis 

courts at the back of the school, where they will be informed of their temporary tutor group, before being led into 

school by their form tutor. For more detailed information on arrangements for these year groups, please see the 

letter dated 14th July, 2020 on our school website.   

  

Year 10: will start school on Monday 14th September at 8.45am. Your child should make their way directly to their 

tutor base – we have made some changes that will take effect from September due to Covid-19, and details of the 

changes to tutor groups will be displayed outside Student Reception as students arrive into school.   

  

Year 11: will start school on Monday 14th September at 8.25am. Year 11 students will no longer be in their previous 

tutor group. We have set up new tutor groups as of September, to help students in Year 11 to catch up with the work 

missed in the core subjects. Every morning, they will now have intervention time from  

8.25am to 9.10am, in the five core areas of English, Maths, Science, Humanities and Modern Foreign  

Languages. We are also looking at additional catch-up sessions being put into the timetable, as well as period 6 

sessions starting after October half term. Therefore, your child should make their way to the tennis courts at the back 

of the school, where they will be guided to their new tutor group, before being led into school by their form tutor.   

  

Year 12/13: will enroll during the first three days of the week beginning Monday 7th September, and will then take 

part in a two-day induction program on Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th September from 9.00am to 12.30pm. Normal 

lessons will commence for Sixth Form on Wednesday 16th September. More information will follow shortly with the 

appointment time for enrolment.  

 

  
  

  



Face masks and temperature checks 

 

We will not be taking random temperature checks or allowing students to wear facemasks in the school, unless there 

is a local lockdown and we are instructed to do so by Public Health.  We are happy for students to wear clear face 

shields in school if they wish to.   

 

School Transport 

 

Please see the letter attached from Central Bedfordshire Council regarding the arrangements for school transport. 

 

Communication with the School 

  

We believe that regular communication between the school and home is critically important for ensuring that our 

students have a positive experience of school and are supported to reach their full potential. We have been made 

aware that some of the communication sent from the school prior to the summer break has not been reaching some 

of our parents/guardians. We are determined to ensure that the cause of any problem is identified, and a solution 

found to rectify this as soon as possible.   

 

We are aware that in some instances, parents/guardians are continuing to use our old e-mail domain name 

(@sandyupper.net). If you are contacting the school please could we ask that you check to ensure that you use the 

@sandysecondaryschool.com domain name. We would also ask that if you e-mail the school for general inquiries you 

send your message to parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com. This is overseen by main reception, who can then 

direct your inquiry to the most suitable place. If you have been in direct correspondence with a member of staff we 

ask that you continue to 'CC' parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com so that we can monitor lines of 

communication, and ensure that all e-mails are responded to promptly. We would also ask that you ensure we have 

an e-mail address for you on our system, and that this is fully up-to-date. Sometimes our e-mails do also arrive in the 

'junk' folder, so please do check to see if this is happening to you. If so, you can alter your settings to ensure that 

future correspondence remains in your inbox.  

  

If you believe that you are not receiving communication from the school, or that your e-mails are not reaching us, 

please do give us a call so that we can investigate the cause and identify a suitable solution. Our office will re-open 

following the summer break on Thursday 3rd September for any questions, concerns or issues in relation to this. In 

the meantime, please continue to check our school website as we regularly upload all correspondence sent out via 

the school. We also continue to update our Facebook page, and share links to key pieces of information that we have 

shared through e-mail.   

  

We look forward to working closely with you to support your child in September.  

  

Yours faithfully 

 

  

Miss K Hayward  

Executive Principal  

 



Information from Central Bedfordshire Council 

 
Home to school transport arrangements – September 2020 
  
We are looking forward to welcoming your child back to school in 
September, in line with the government’s plan around the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

You may be wondering how your child can travel safely to and from 
school. The government guidance remains, wherever possible, to 
avoid public transport (including school transport) and either walk or 
cycle to school, or travel in your own car.  
 
If you are planning to drive your child, but they are eligible for home 
to school transport assistance and normally travel on a school bus, 
coach or taxi that Central Bedfordshire Council provide, then the 
Council can refund you for the mileage you use. Further details are 
available on the Central Bedfordshire Council website.  
  
However, if your child requires school transport then this will still be 
provided in the usual way, with the normal routes and timetables.  
 
Government guidance is that social distancing requirements will not 
apply to dedicated school transport, so we understand you may have 
some concerns about the risk of infection on school transport. We are 
working with our transport providers on arrangements to ensure that 
they can travel to and from school as safely as possible. Please be 
aware that your child should not board if they or a member of your 
household has COVID-19 symptoms.  
 
Transport providers are required to ensure that all vehicles are 
cleaned at regular intervals throughout the day and to carry out an 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/3/schools_and_education/530/apply_for_school_transport/14


enhanced clean of all vehicles overnight. Drivers and passenger 
assistants will be expected to maintain good hand hygiene practices. 
 
We are recommending that pupils over the age of 11 should wear a 
face covering throughout the journey to and from school, unless they 
are exempt from doing so. Please be aware that drivers are not 
expected to enforce seating arrangements or hygiene measures as 
their role is to drive the vehicle safely. 
 
We would be grateful for your co-operation in helping to explain to 
your child the importance of good hand hygiene and that, in order to 
minimise contact during the journey, they should fill the vehicle to the 
rear when boarding and to alight the vehicle at the front. We will be 
responsible for boarding arrangements before the homeward journey. 
During the journey, windows and any roof lights should be kept open 
wherever possible to allow suitable ventilation. 
 
Changes to schools start and finish times and any staggered starts and 
finishes will be accommodated as far as possible. 
 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own#when-you-do-not-need-to-wear-a-face-covering

