
 

 

KHD/jm 
 

1st March 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Lateral Flow Testing: Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Thank you for your support while we establish our procedures for testing all students before they return to school 
on Monday 8th March.   
 
Now that we have established the timings for the day, we wanted to inform you of what your child can expect from 
the testing process when they arrive onto the school site at their allocated time.  We have shown this through a 
number of 'stages' which are outlined below.  To further support your child, we have also produced a short video 
to explain the process, and we will shortly make this available via our Facebook page.  In addition to this, we have 
also attached an accompanying poster, produced by the NHS, which explains how the test itself is conducted.  
 
Testing Process- Stages: 
 

• Stage 1: Your child should arrive on the school site at their allotted time, with both of the completed 
registration and consent forms.  Your child should walk to the main entrance of the school, where they will 
be registered by school staff. This will be in a marquee outside of the main reception.  Please do not 
accompany your child to the testing centre.  This is to ensure that we maintain social distancing and can 
ensure that the site is Covid-19 secure.  The school car park will be available for parents/guardians to park 
and wait for the testing to be completed.  

 
• Stage 2: Once your child has registered with staff, they will be directed, under supervision, to the side of 

the school, where they will then enter the Sports Hall.  Once in the Sports Hall, students will be asked to sit 
in a socially distanced line, until we are able to enter their details into the NHS Track and Trace system.  We 
will look to process students as soon as possible, with the actual registration itself taking approximately 15 
minutes.  

 
• Stage 3: Once we have registered your child on the track and trace system, we will escort students into the 

Testing Centre at the rear of the Sports Hall.  When students are in the Testing Centre, they will see four 
booths that students will use to undertake their tests.  The tests are very simple, quick and are completely 
painless.  They take approximately 2 minutes to complete.  Please see attached guidance from the NHS 
on how the testing works.  

 
• Stage 4: Following the completion of testing, students will exit through the back of the school, and walk 

down the path to the side of the Sports Hall.  They can either then walk directly home if you are happy for 
them to do this, or alternatively they can make their way to the school car park, or to the front of the 
school to meet you.  

 
 



We hope that this information is helpful to you and your child/ren.  We are aware of some other 'Frequently Asked 

Questions' which we have attempted to answer below: 

• My child is anxious about having the LFT test.  Is it compulsory that they have it?   
The test is a very simple, painless and quick process.  It can be a little uncomfortable, but most students 
and staff are able to do it without any problem at all.  We, therefore, expect the vast majority of students 
and all staff to complete the LFT test.  The Government has made it clear that they hope all students to 
have 3 tests conducted in school before tests are undertaken at home, and that students have a test 
before they return to school on Monday 8th March.  Schools are not able to refuse entry to students who 
return on 8th March and who have not had a test.  

• Does my child need to wear their school uniform?  
Your child does NOT need to wear their school uniform for the testing. 

• Does my child need to wear a face mask or shield?  
All students MUST wear a face mask or shield to access the Testing Centre.  

• How long will the testing take?  
We ask that you please allow an hour for the entire testing process.  While we hope that the process will 
be much quicker than this, we want to allow sufficient time to register and process students.  

• When will I find out the results of the LFT test?  
We will input the results as soon as possible into the Track and Trace system.  We would normally expect 
the results to be confirmed with you within four hours of the test taking place but, in some cases, it can 
take longer.  This is sent to you by the Track and Trace service. 

• What if my child refuses to have their LFT test?  
If your child refuses to have their LFT test then they will not be forced to do it, even if you have given them 
consent to have the test.  You or your child can make the decision to withdraw from the process at any 
time.   

• My child is self-isolating, or has symptoms of Covid-19. Can they still have the test?  
No.  Under no circumstances should a child with symptoms for Covid-19 attend the Testing Centre.  If they 
have been asked to self-isolate, or a member of their household is displaying symptoms, they should not 
attend the Testing Centre. 

• We are unable to make the allotted time for testing.  Is it possible to change the time I have been given 
for the LFT test?  
Wherever possible, we wish to maintain the session date and time allocated to test your child.  This is so 
that once students return to school we can follow a set programme of testing on a 3-5 day rolling 
programme.  This said, if you are unable to make the time and alternative arrangements cannot be made 
to help make this possible, please contact the school and we will do our best to change the time or day of 
your appointment. 

• I have heard that following the school-based testing, future LFT tests will take place at home.  What are 
the arrangements for this?  
Currently we do not know the precise details of how this will work.  Once we know more we will let you 
know as soon as possible. 

 
We hope that the above information and the FAQs are helpful in preparing your child for the testing that is taking 
place.  If you have any additional questions or concerns, then please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 

Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 


