
Curriculum Overview: Subject Name: Sociology 

Department Vision & Ethos 

Intent 

The purpose of the sociology curriculum at Sandy Secondary School is to broaden students’ understanding of the social world, to help them to make sense 

of their own experiences and develop empathy when considering other socio-economic groups. It encourages discussion, thought and debate of differing 

sociological perspectives and how this links to policies beliefs and influences that exist globally today. The curriculum itself also encourages students to find 

empirical research and contemporary examples within society to apply their knowledge in order to develop their sociological imagination. In addition, the 

aim of sociology encourages students to synthesise arguments both verbally, but emphasising the importance of doing this in written form, in order to 

achieve in formal qualifications. Therefore literacy is an essential part of being able to develop successfully as a sociologist. Furthermore, Sociology 

develops both individual and group work, through individual research and writing, and group discussion and presentation. 

In addressing the school’s values, sociology achieves these by: 

Values How this is promoted across the school How this is achieved within sociology 

Trustworthy & 

Honourable 

Taking responsibility for their own learning and developing good 

habits both in lessons and with homework. 

Considering both sides to any situation and making a decision 

based on evidence. 

Independent study tasks which promotive revision 

techniques, essay planning and writing in order to 

prepare for exams 

Critical evaluative skills when considering factors that 

impact a sociological issue (e.g. how material or cultural 

factors relate to educational achievement, what factors 

contribute to joining a religious movements (Class, Age, 

Gender, Ethnicity (CAGEs) 

Positive & Resilient Arriving at every lesson ready to learn and expecting to achieve. 

Demonstrating the ability to continue when it becomes difficult. 

Providing opportunities for students to catch up 

including extensions to deadlines (including 1 to 1 

mentoring and intervention during school holidays) 

Providing a clear overview/PLC of what each topic covers 

informing students what comes next (for example, the 

study of domestic violence or suicide) 

Competitive & Driven Aiming to improve themselves in every area, each and every 

lesson. 

Pushing themselves to go to the next step in their learning and 

Completion of seek and sort activities after every exam 

question attempted (both timed and home learning) 

Sharing assessment criteria with students so they are 



being able to bridge any gaps in their learning. 

Challenging themselves to be the best they can. 

The drive to achieve excellence in everything that they do. 

aware of how to present strong answers 

Peer assessment tasks seeking out areas to improve work 

Courteous & 

Compassionate 

Understanding that different students learn in different ways 

and at times the structure of learning will change to 

accommodate this  

Helping each other to achieve in lessons and develop the skill 

needed to succeed.  

Being able to learn from one another as part of a two-way 

process 

Manners and respect 

Encouragement of meaningful and polite classroom 

discussion 

Group work and independent work  

Supporting reading and essay writing trough templates 

and note taking skills 

Aspirational & Self-

Motivated 

Wanting to be the best that they can be in each and every area 

of the subject 

Being prepared to try in every lesson and looking at how they 

can learn and develop from the experiences they have in the 

classroom 

Extra-Curricular experiences to support learning 

Ensure that students are tracked by their baseline 

(induction assessment) and target grades 

 

Providing clear specific feedback on what an individual 

needs to address in their performance 

 

Sociological imagination board and associated planned 

trips eg Museum of Childhood 

 

Implementation 

Currently, Sociology Is only offered as an A level course. As part of its implementation, sociology in the past has also been developed as taster session for 

year 10 and 11 students. It has also featured as part of the school’s Top Achievers Programme as ‘guru’ subject, where students opt in to a seminar on the 

contemporary topic of the relationship between crime and globalisation.  Furthermore, we hope to extend the sociology curriculum lower down in the 

school by offering this as a year 11option subject from September 2020. 

In terms of knowledge, students follow the AQA A Level Sociology specification with the A Level Sociology Books 1 & 2 by Napier Press. Furthermore 

students are encourage to keep up to date with the news and encouraged to download apps for broadsheet newspapers (for example The Guardian and 

The Independent, which are free to use). 

Skills are primarily taught within lessons, but are developed through homework activities.  Students are regularly set exam-style questions as homework, to 

respond directly to, plan, or revise in order to complete in timed conditions within class. These focus on the key assessment objectives within sociology, 



with emphasis of applying sociological theory and concepts to research or contemporary ‘real life’ examples, as well as analysing (thinking critically and 

developing comparing/contrasting skills between sociological perspectives and ideas) and evaluation (the strengths and limitations of theory or research. 

The course structure is as follows: 

 Year 12 Year 13 

Pre-academic 

year 

Year 11 Taster session (based on New Right views of family) 

Year 11 TAP masterclass (based on globalisation & crime) 

Year 12 Internal exams;  

UCAS references provided, with predicted grade as predicted 

grade 

Autumn Term 1 Families & Households (including a 3 induction week baseline 

assessment on Functionalism, Marxism & the Feminism (penultimate 

week of September) 

 

Knowledge 

Week 1: Expectations including a literacy mat for sentence starters in 

relation to AO’s and Functionalist views of the family,  

Week 2: Marxist views of the family/Feminist views of the family  

Week 3: Complete feminist views/Induction assessment 

Week 4: New Right views of the family 

Week 5 Postmodernist views of the family and family patterns 

(marriage, divorce, cohabitation, LATs, 1-person households, ethnic 

differences) 

Week 6: Conjugal roles 

 

Skills 

Week 1: Functionalism 10 mark ‘outline and explain’ 10 mark plan 

and peer assessment in class and ‘analyse’ response for homework 

with in class planning 

Week 2: Marxism ‘analyse’  10 mark response for homework  

Week 3: Revision techniques (cue cards, colour-coding AO’s) for 

homework and in-class timed assessment –short recall, one ‘outline & 

explain’ (on Marxism) and 1 ‘analyse’ response (on Feminism) 

Week 4: New Right 10 ‘outline and explain’ response 

Week 5: Family diversity 10 mark ‘analyse’ response on 

Crime & Deviance (continuation from year 12) 

 

Knowledge 

Week 1: Recap; Punishment, surveillance and victimisation 

Week 2: Gender and crime 

Week 3: Globalisation, green and state crimes  

Week 4: Ethnicity, age and class and crime 

 

Beliefs in Society 

Week 5:Functionalist and Marxist views on religion 

Week 6: Weber/Is religion a conservative force? 

 

Skills 

Week 1: 10 mark ‘analyse’ on punishment 

Week 2: 10 mark ‘analyse’ on Globalisation and crime 

Week 3-4: 30 mark green crime 

Week 5: 10 mark ‘analyse’ functions of religion 

Week 6: 10 mark ‘analyse’ on religion and social stability 

 



postmodernity 

Week 6: 20 mark essay on conjugal roles with in-lesson planning 

Autumn Term 2 Knowledge 

Week 7: Demography and the family (BR, IMR, DR/life expectancy, 

migration) 

Week 8: Childhood 

Week 9: Policies (direct & indirect, NR, Third way, Feminism, Post-

structuralism, functionalism & Marxism) 

Week 10: Overview and end of topic timed assessment 

 

Research Methods 

Week 11: Theoretical, Practical and Ethical factors including sampling 

Week 14: Experiments and Questionnaires 

Week 13: Structured Interviews 

 

Skills 

Week 7: 2x Demography 10 mark group ‘analyse’ response (one in 

class, another for homework) 

Week 8: Childhood 10 mark elected response  

Week 9: Revision materials 

Week 10: Revision materials  

Week 11: Sampling 10 mark ‘outline’ question plan 

Week 12: Conjugal roles 20 mark essay plan (in response to timed 

paper for timed question after Christmas) 

Knowledge 

Week 7: postmodernist views of religion 

Week 8: Internal exams week: Full paper 2 and Paper 3 

Week 9: Religious market/existential security and 

phenomenological theories of religion 

Week 10: Religious Organisations 

Week 11: NAMs and Gender, feminism and religion 

Week 12: Secularisation, Ethnicity, age, class and religion 

Week 13: Globalisation and religion/ My Scientology Movie 

 

Skills 

Week 7: Preparation for internal exams 

Week 8-9: 20 mark on spirituality 

Week 10-11: Religious statistics and secularization 10 mark 

‘outline’ and ‘analyse’ questions 

Week 12: class and age 10 mark ‘outline’ and ‘analyse’ 
questions 

Week 13: Revision materials for Paper 2 (for test on return) 

 

Spring Term 1 Knowledge 

Week 1: Unstructured, semi-structured and group interviews 

Week 2: Observations 

Week 3: Secondary data 

Week 4: Overview and end of topic test 

 

Education 

Week 5: Functionalist and Marxist views of education 

Week 6: Labelling theories  

Knowledge 

Week 1: Ideology, Science & religion/Is Sociology a science/ 

timed response in class 

 

Theory and debates 

Week 2: Is Sociology a Science/ values in sociology 

Week 3: Is Sociology useful in policy making?/timed response 

in class 

Week 4: Functionalism/ Marxism 



 

Skills 

Week 1: Educational policies essay plan for timed attempt in class 

Week 2: Demography essay plan for timed attempt in class 

Week 3: Demography essay plan for timed attempt in class 

Week 4: Revise for Research Methods test 

Week 5: 2, 4, 6 and 10 mark functionalist and Marxist views of 

educations 

Week 6: 2, 4, 6 and 10 mark labelling theories questions (labelling, 

self-fulfilling prophecy, subculture formation) 

Week 5: Marxism & Feminism 

Week 6: Social action approaches and Structuation 

 

Skills 

Week 1: Preparation for timed paper in class 

Week 2: Preparation for timed paper in class/10 mark 

sociology a science question 

Week 3-4: Positivist approaches in sociology 20 mark question 

Week 5: 10 mark questions on policy and Marxism 

Week 6: 20 mark structure/agency debate 

 

Spring Term 2 Knowledge 

Week 7: New Right and postmodernist theories of education 

Week 8: Class and educational achievement (focus on internal 

factors) 

Week 9: Class and educational achievement (focus on external 

factors) 

Week 10: Ethnicity and education 

Week 11: Gender and education 

 

Skills 

Week 7-8: Future work roles 30 mark essay 

Week 9-10: Class 30 mark essay 

Week 11: Ethnicity and gender 2, 4, 6, 10 and 30 mark essay 

Knowledge 

Week 8: Feminism/Postmodernity 

Week 9: Internal exam week: Paper 2 and 1/3 theories 

Week 10: Families & Households revision: Theories, Policies 

and conjugal roles 

Week 11: Families & Households revision: Diversity, 

demography and childhood 

Week 12: Revision preparation for Paper 3 

 

Skills 

Week 7: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 8: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 9: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 10: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 11: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 12: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 13: Recap and preparation for paper 1 

 

Easter revision day for paper 3 (Crime focus) 

Summer Term 1 Knowledge 

Week 1: Recap: class, gender and ethnicity and related to identities 

Week 2: Educational policy 

Knowledge 

Week 1: Theory (Papers 1 & 3) revision 

Week 2: Debates (Papers 1 & 3) revision 



Week 3: Methods in context 

Week 4: Methods in context 

Week 5: Review/full Paper 1 

 

Crime & Deviance 

Week 6: Functionalist perspectives on crime 

 

Skills 

Week 1: 2, 4, 6, & 10 mark on class identities 

Week 2: 2, 4, 6 & 10 mark on educational policy 

Week 3: MIC 20 mark question 

Week 4: MIC 20 mark question 

Week 5: Revision for full paper 1 

Week 6: Functionalism and crime 2, 4, 6 & 10 markers 

Week 3: Methods in Context revision 

Week 4: Paper 1: Theories and policies 

Week 5: Paper 1: Class, gender and ethnicity 

Week 6: Paper 1 final revision and exam (Weds 20th May 

9am) 

 

Skills 

Week 1: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 2: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 3: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 4: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 5: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

Week 6: Revision, question plans and timed responses 

 

 

Half term revision day for Paper 2 (Beliefs focus) 

Summer Term 2 Knowledge 

Week 7: Subcultural theories of crime 

Week 8: Marxist theories of crime 

Week 9: Marxist theories (corporate crime) and preparation for 

external exam 

Week 10: Internal exams: Full paper 1 

Week 11: Right realist theories of crime and crime prevention 

strategies 

Week 12: Left realist theories of crime and crime prevention 

strategies 

Week 13 Labelling theories and crime 

 

Skills 

Week 7: 2, 4, 6 & 10 mark responses on subcultural theories and 

crime 

Week 8: 2, 4, 6, & 10 mark responses on Marxism and crime 

Week 9-10: Preparation for Internal exam full paper Week 11: 

Week 7: Knowledge & skills recap for Paper 2 (Weds 2
nd

 June 

1pm) 

 

Week 8: Knowledge & skills recap for Paper 3 (Weds 10
th

 June 

1pm) 



Internal exams seek and sort tasks 

Week 12-13: 2, 4, 6, 10 & 30 mark questions on all theories of crime 

to date 

 

Impact 

One objective measure of sociology’s impact is recruitment within the sixth form. Sociology consistently attracts a large proportion of sixth form students. 

Another objective measure one could look at is its rates of success.  Sociology has a consistent 100% pass rate, and in comparison to other subject areas, is 

successful in the individual results in achieves at A*-C. Whilst it is relatively successful within school, at present its blue ALPS score shows that a greater 

impact needs to be made in terms of students achieving target grades. 

Another is to look at the progression is students who go on to Social Science orientated degrees. Alongside Sociology, these include Psychology, Criminology 

and Law.  Sandy Secondary often has a high proportion of students who progress in this direction beyond Sixth Form. 

Another impact that sociology indirectly has is the complimentary courses it supports.  For example; History, Psychology, Criminology, Health and Social 

Care and EPQ. We encourage drawing the links between different academic disciplines so that students can broaden their understanding of the world and 

build their cultural capital.  We would hope that students, even if they do not go on to pursue Sociology further, will be able to see the knowledge and skills 

learnt within areas of work, understanding the social world and current affairs. 

 

 

 


