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A Message from our Executive Principal 

“The Journey of a thousand miles begins with one 

step” 

Lao Tzu                                                 

Welcome to Sandy Secondary School.  All of the staff 

are really looking forward to welcoming the students 

into the school and working with them on their 

learning journey.  We want them to enjoy their time 

with us, so that they grow into confident, resilient 

and capable young people ready for the world of 

work.  We want them to become independent and 

see learning as a lifelong need in order to achieve 

their dreams.  We will ensure they are well cared for 

and that they develop and progress socially, 

emotionally and academically over the time they are 

with us.  We will do this by getting to know your son/

daughter, by knowing what they like or dislike, how 

they best learn and what motivates them, so that we 

build up very good working relationships, in our close 

knit community. 

In this special edition of Spotlight, you will find: 

 Term dates for 2021-2022 

 The “Fantastic 15” equipment list—Revised 

 The full uniform list and supplier details 

 Mobile phone policy 

 List of House Staff 

Have a great summer and see you in September. 

 Miss K Hayward 

Executive Principal 

As some of you are already aware, we have a 

student with a severe nut allergy and they may 

not be the only student in the future who has this 

condition. 

A nut allergy is a major issue, as it can create all 

kinds of serious side effects for the young person 

if eaten or touched, such as itchiness, urticaria, 

swelling, eczema, sneezing, asthmas, abdominal 

pain, drop in blood pressure, diarrhoea, cardiac 

arrest and Anaphylaxis may occur.   

Our school staff have been trained and the 

appropriate medication is kept in school.  

However, to avoid any such incident occurring 

with nut allergies and the affects they can have 

within seconds, we are no longer allowing 

nuts of any kinds, or nut related 

products, into school.  This also includes 

food cooked in nut oil and such things as 

Nutella, Reese’s products, peanut butter, 

peanut puffs, etc.  Please note that many 

cereal bars also contain nuts, so these would 

not be allowed in school.  We would ask that  

also be aware that wrappers from nut products 

should not be brought into school. 

We would be extremely grateful for your support 

on this matter. 

Miss K Hayward 

SEVERE NUT ALLERGY 
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Please use the summer holiday period to ensure that your son/daughter starts the new term with a 

fully equipped Fantastic 15.   

A brief reminder of what this consists of is below: 

 Plain black school bag—large enough to hold A4 folders  

 Reading book 

 Pencil case    

 Black pens 

 Purple pen 

 Set of colouring pencils  

 HB Pencils       

 Rubber       

 Glue stick 

 Highlighters      

 15cm ruler 

 Protractor       

 Scientific calculator 

 School planner (supplied by school) 

NB—a pencil sharpener will be available in classrooms, compasses will be provided, when needed, 

by the maths teacher.  We ask that students do not bring these items into school. 

Fantastic 15 Stationery 
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Fantastic 15 Stationery 

All these items are available for students to buy at Student Reception 
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Hair, Piercings and Nail Extensions 

A reminder that no extremes of hair style or 

colour are allowed in School; piercings of any 

kind, including facial or nose piercings, are not 

permitted.   Please do not allow your child to 

persuade you otherwise during the holidays, as 

students will, under no circumstances, be 

permitted to attend lessons with jewellery or 

extremes of fashion. 

Please also note that nail extensions, or nail 

polish must not be worn in school, and we would 

ask for your support in ensuring these are 

removed ready for our return in September. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Rutter 

Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices 

Can we remind you that the use of mobile 

phones and other mobile electronic 

devices is not permitted within school and 

we will not accept any responsibility for the 

loss/theft of these. In the event that 

mobile devices are used, they will be confiscated and 

will need to be collected by a parent/guardian.  

If your child has a genuine emergency, they should 

report to their House office, or Student Reception, 

and arrangements will be made for them to use the 

school phone. 

Mr Rutter 

ParentPay 

As many of you may 

already be aware, we are a cashless school, using 

ParentPay for school lunches and payments, and do 

not accept any cash payments.   

Our new transition students are encouraged to 

register with ParentPay.  Parents/guardians have 

been sent an activation letter along with 

instructions.  Payments for lockers will also be made 

via this way, as well for other items, such as trips, 

etc.    

Because of the different transition process this 

year, have arranged for 1:1 appointments with 

House Achievement Leaders (HALs) and an 

opportunity for students to complete 

fingerprint registration on 3rd and 4th 

September.  Those students who do not 

complete it on these two  days will complete 

during the week beginning 6th September. 

Parent/Guardian Focus 

School Car Park 

Could we please take this opportunity 

to remind all parents/guardians that 

the school car park is for staff and 

visitors only. 

We do ask that children are dropped off on 

Engayne Avenue for them to walk the rest of the 

way into school. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Mr Preston, Head of School 
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A Guide to Student Services 

Mrs Darnell and Mrs Cox are here to ensure that 

students are supported throughout their time in school. 

They assist with a range of services, including the 

following: 

 Biometrics fingerprints 

 Purchasing locker keys 

 Purchasing of Fantastic 15 stationary, lanyards and 

water bottles 

 All lost property, from PE kits to planners 

 Forgotten items; including homework, the 

reprinting of timetables and reports 

 Uniform issues 

 Lunch vouchers 

 Collection of all medical/forms/slips for trips, etc 

 Organisation of detentions 

Lost Property: 

It is imperative that ALL items brought into the school 

are named.  This includes all uniform, but particularly 

ties and PE kit (including the bag and trainers).  We 

strongly recommend that water bottles, lunchboxes, 

coats, hats, gloves, reading glasses and pencil cases are 

also named. 

Student Reception does everything they can to reunite 

students with their belongings but this is very difficult 

without items being named. This should be both their 

first and surname.  If a student has lost an item around 

the school, they can come to Student Reception at 

break or lunch times to see if they can identify their 

belongings.  If named, the item will be handed back as 

soon as possible via the student runner. 

Any unclaimed lost property that has been left for a 

period of three months or more will be donated to a 

local charity.  

School Ties: 

From September 2021 a student who arrives 

to school not wearing a tie will be given a 15

-minute break time detention.  As they will 

have to borrow a school tie from Student 

Reception, we will require an item such as a 

mobile phone or house keys to be given in as 

a deposit. This will be returned once the tie 

has been handed back at the end of the 

school day. If the student does not return 

the tie at 2.50pm when Student Reception closes, they 

should return it to the Main Office, where they can 

also collect their item. 

If your child needs to purchase a new tie, this can be 

done through our uniform supplier, Prestige Design & 

Workwear, but Student Reception does also hold a 

small stock (of ties only), which students can purchase, 

at £6 each. 

Water Bottles: 

From September 2021 Student Reception will no 

longer be handing paper cups to students 

for them to use at the water stations.  It 

will now be the responsibility of the 

students to bring in their own water bottle 

to use. This is to reduce the impact on the 

environment caused by giving out 

significant numbers of paper or plastic 

cups.  We would strongly advise that 

students bring a named water bottle with 

them to school, especially on hot days. 

We have ordered some reusable water bottles that 

students will be able to purchase from Student 

Reception.  Delivery is expected in late September. 

Mrs Darnell and Mrs Cox 
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Wearing Uniform Correctly 

We strive for excellence in all that we do, and all 

students are expected to dress to a very high 

standard at all times. 

 Top shirt buttons must be done up at all times. 

 Ties are compulsory for all students. 

 Shirts are to be completely tucked in. 

 Blazers must be worn at all times. Students 

may remove them in class IF the class teacher 

gives them permission to do so. 

 Students may wear either trousers, a skirt, or 

City/Bermuda shorts.  Skirts must be knee 

length and no shorter than 22”. 

 All students must wear black socks, or black/

nude tights. 

 All students are required to wear sensible, 

black school shoes which have no resemblance 

to trainers.  Black shoe laces only. 

 All jackets, coats and bags must be plain black 

with no logos or designs. 

 Belts must be plain black. 

 Scarves, hats and gloves are to be plain black 

and not worn indoors. 

 No jewellery is permitted, apart from a watch. 

 Natural make-up only. 

 No nail polish. 

 No extremes of hair colour or style. 

Any items of clothing which does not adhere to 

the above guidelines will be confiscated and will 

need to be collected by a parent/guardian. 

Uniform and Uniform Supplies 

Our students are proud to wear their uniform, and 

all the items below can only to be purchased from 

our suppliers, Prestige Design & Workwear Ltd.  

This consists of: 

Basic Items 

• Blazer 

• Trousers with school logo 

• Black knee length pleated skirt with school 

logo (no shorter than 22”) 

• House Tie 

• Jumper (optional) 

• Girls City/boys Bermuda shorts (optional) 

PE Kit 

• Girls PE Top 

• Unisex sports polo shirt 

• Unisex panel PE shorts 

• Boys reversible rugby shirt 

• Unisex black sports socks 

• Unisex sports fleece jacket (optional) 

• Unisex sports trouser (optional) 

 

Our uniform suppliers are based in Barton le Clay 

and can be contacted on 01582 883222, or 

www.prestigedesignww.co.uk.   Examples are 

shown on the next page. 

Uniform 
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Who to Contact, and How ... 

In the first instance, please email parentcontact@sandysecondaryschool.com and your query will 

be directed to the appropriate person.  We will normally be able to reply within 48 hours, but the majority 

of concerns are resolved the same day.  You can also ring us on 01767 680598, and the House 
Achievement Leader (HAL) or Pastoral Support Assistant linked to your child’s house (detailed 

below) will be your first point of contact.   

If you have an SENCo enquiry, please ask for Mrs H Smith.    We have included a brief Who’s Who 

below, in order to assist you during the first few weeks. 

House of Courage comprises the Science and Design Technology departments, which are located 

at the rear of the school on the ground floor.  The House Achievement Leader for Courage is Mr 

G McAdam, whose office is located in the office on the ground floor, close to Student Services. 

House of Determination comprises the English, Mathematics and Humanities departments, 

which are on the first, second and third floors.  The House Achievement Leader for Determination 

is Mr S Pink., whose office is located on the first floor, off  the English department first floor foyer. 

The Pastoral Support Assistant linked to the House of Determination is Mrs P 

Buckley.   The Houses of Determination and Inspiration share an office, which is located on the first 

floor, off the English department first floor foyer. 

The Pastoral Support Assistant linked to the House of Courage is Mrs S Ford.   The 

Houses of Courage and Excellence share an office, which is located on the ground floor, near 

Student Reception. 

House of Courage 

House of Determination 
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Behaviour Support Worker 

Miss R Nodwell, will be joining us in September, in the new role of Behaviour Support 

Worker, and will be based in the Intervention Room, near Student Services. 

House of Excellence comprises the Modern Foreign Languages, Art and Physical Education 

departments.  The House Achievement Leader for Excellence is Miss E Broughton, whose office 

is located on office on the ground floor, close to Student Services. 

House of Inspiration comprises the Performing Arts, Business Studies and ICT Departments which 

are all on the main corridor of the Ground Floor. The House Achievement Leader for Inspiration is 

Miss J Burke, whose office is located on the first floor, off the English department first floor foyer. 

The Pastoral Support Assistant linked to the House of Excellence is Mrs A Theobald.   

The Houses of Courage and Excellence share an office, which is located on the ground floor, near 

Student Reception. 

The Pastoral Support Assistant linked to the House of Inspiration is Mrs C Tuffin.   

The Houses of Determination and Inspiration share an office, which is located on the first floor, off the 

English department first floor foyer. 

House of Excellence 

House of Inspiration 
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Who to Contact ... 

Our Student Reception is located at the Student Entrance, as you come into school.  Stationery and ties 

are sold in Student Reception, and any letters that have been emailed home, can be collected in hard 

copy.  Lost property, locker keys and lunch vouchers are also handled by Student Reception. 

Mrs Darnell works Mondays and Tuesdays and will be pleased to help you 

with any questions you may have, or if you need to know which direction 

your classroom is in.  On Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, Mrs Cox will 

be pleased to help you, and point you in the right direction. 

SENCO (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) 

Our SENCO is Mrs H Smith and the SEND team can be found in the Learning Support 

Centre which is close to the Student entrance.  

The SEND team support students in lessons and in other aspects of their 

learning.  Mrs Smith is assisted by Mrs V Walton-Smith as SEND 

Manager. 

 

Attendance  

Our Attendance Office is located on the ground floor near Student Reception.  Students 

who need to sign in or out of school must do so here (located near the Student entrance).  

We look forward to welcoming Miss Doke to our Pastoral team in September. 
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