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Statement of Intent 

It is our intent to provide outstanding and accessible music provision for all students who 

study music. Students will be offered a wealth of opportunities to explore different 

cultures/styles of music and we aim to immerse students in these styles through 

predominantly practical music making.  All music provision will be of a very high quality, 

thus, creating life-long experiences to further develop students culturally, creatively and 

academically.  

 We instil creativity in our students through allowing them to access music in various 

different ways, whether that be listening, performing, composing or appraising. At KS3 level, 

students will be introduced to GCSE Areas of Study to bridge the gap between KS3 and KS4. 

The curricular music will be complimented with a diverse and vibrant extra-curricular 

enrichment programme, in which any student can get involved with, whilst increasing their 

cultural capital.  

 

Trustworthy & 

Honourable 

Taking responsibility for their own learning and developing good habits 

both in lessons and with homework. 

Considering both sides to any situation and making a decision based on 

evidence. 

Positive & 

Resilient 

Arriving at every lesson ready to learn and expecting to achieve. 

Demonstrating the ability to continue when it becomes difficult. 

Competitive & 

Driven 

Aiming to improve themselves in every area, each and every lesson. 

Pushing themselves to go to the next step in their learning and being 

able to bridge any gaps in their learning. 

Challenging themselves to be the best they can. 

The drive to achieve excellence in everything that they do. 

Courteous & 

Compassionate 

Understanding that different students learn in different ways and at 

times the structure of learning will change to accommodate this  

Helping each other to achieve in lessons and develop the skill needed to 

succeed.  

Being able to learn from one another as part of a two-way process 

Manners and respect 

Aspirational & 

Self-Motivated 

Wanting to be the best that they can be in each and every area of the 

subject 

Being prepared to try in every lesson and looking at how they can learn 

and develop from the experiences they have in the classroom 

Extra-Curricular experiences to support learning 

 

  



Implementation 

The curriculum is implemented through compulsory study of music at Key Stage 3 level 

(Year 7 and Year 8). Students receive 1 hour per week of music from a specialist music 

teacher. This is mostly practical music making incorporating performing, composing, 

listening and appraising. At GCSE Level, students may opt for music as their Year 9 option 

and the GCSE is completed at the end of Year 10. Students receive 5 hours of lessons a 

fortnight from a music specialist where the focus is on performing, composing and 

knowledge (AoS). A vocational pathway is also available to students (RSL Level 2). This 

allows all learners to succeed and access music at an appropriate level. At Key Stage 5, 

students can opt for the Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma for Music Practitioners which is a 

vocational course. Learners can access the content and cover areas such as live performing, 

rehearsal skills, event management and various industry based units. Students receive 4 

hours per week of music lessons from a specialist music teacher at Key Stage 5.  

  



Year 7 Music Curriculum 

SOW Knowledge & Skills National Curriculum 

Term 1a: 
Introduction  
to Music 

Students gain an 
overview of essential 
skills required for the 
study of music. 
Students learn how to 
perform on various 
instruments, compose, 
understand various 
genres of music, and to 
listen with 
discrimination. 
Students perform in 
ensemble and solo 
contexts on Keyboard, 
Ukulele, Samba, 
Singing and Music 
Technology.  

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression 

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions 

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians 

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history. 

Term 1b: 
Voiceworks 

Students are 
introduced to key vocal 
terminology and vocal 
technique. Through a 
series of workshops 
and activities, students 
understand the 
importance of effective 
warm ups and 
engaging their 
diaphragm. This unit 
encompasses Call & 
Response, Rounds, 
Experimental and 
whole class singing 
where they perform 
and compose in solo 
and ensemble 
contexts.   

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression 

 improvise and compose; and extend and 
develop musical ideas by drawing on a 
range of musical structures, styles, genres 
and traditions 

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians 

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history. 

Term 2a: 
Keyboard 
Skills 1 

In this SOW, students 
are introduced to the 
keyboard as a 
performance 
instrument. They learn 
the history of the 
keyboard and the 
majority of the unit is 
practical where they 
develop knowledge on 
music theory, notation 

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression 

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions 

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 



and correct piano 
technique. This unit is 
largely practical and 
independent and 
focuses heavy on 
musicianship skills 
building. Students 
perform in a solo 
context.  

use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians 

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history. 

Term 2b: 
Popular 
Music 

Students are 
introduced to popular 
music as a genre. They 
use listening skills 
developed in previous 
units to develop 
knowledge on form and 
structure of popular 
song. Students use 
their previously gained 
keyboard skills to apply 
the new style of music 
to a performance 
context by playing riffs 
on the keyboard. Using 
the knowledge and 
skills gained thus far, 
they then compose 
their own pop song in 
an ensemble context to 
later perform to the 
class.  

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression 

 improvise and compose; and extend and 
develop musical ideas by drawing on a 
range of musical structures, styles, genres 
and traditions 

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions 

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians 

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history. 

Term 3a: 
Ukulele 1 

Continuing with the 
practical focus on Year 
7 music, students 
develop their listening 
skills and learn the 
ukulele. They build 
their knowledge on the 
context behind ukulele 
and develop 
knowledge such as 
learning numerous 
chords alongside key 
terminology. Students 
develop their 
performing skills by 
taking a Musical 
Futures approach to 
their piece and 
performing in an 
ensemble context.  

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression 

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions 

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians 

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history. 

Term 3b: The final half term is  play and perform confidently in a range of 



Ukulele 2 devoted to giving 
learners more freedom 
to use their previously 
gained instrumental 
skill and knowledge in 
all 5 previous SOW’s to 
continue building 
proficiency on their 
instrument (ukulele). 
Students choose from 
a choice of repertoire 
to put together a 
performance in groups 
and perform this to an 
audience. These 
previously gained skills 
are vital.    

solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression 

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions 

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians 

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history. 

 

Year 8 Music Curriculum 

SOW Knowledge & Skills National Curriculum 
Term 1b: 

Blues and Jazz  

Students will continue to 
work on their keyboard 
skills in the second half 
term and use these 
skills to improve 
composition in a Blues 
style. Students will learn 
to listen with 
discrimination, building 
on what had previously 
been covered in Year 7 
genres. This unit 
comprises composition, 
performance and 
appraising. Further 
knowledge is gained 
through 12 Bar Blues, 
Walking Bass, and 
Improvisation. This 
terminology translates to 
their performance.  

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression  

 improvise and compose; and extend and 
develop musical ideas by drawing on a 
range of musical structures, styles, genres 
and traditions  

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions  

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices  

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians  

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history.  

Term 2a: 

Samba 

The Samba unit 
introduces students to 
World Music. Students 
build on their knowledge 
of Western Classical 
genres previously 
studied and apply this to 

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression  

 improvise and compose; and extend and 
develop musical ideas by drawing on a 
range of musical structures, styles, genres 



music from South 
America. Students 
develop increasing 
awareness of contextual 
learning. Practical music 
making consists of 
focusing on Rhythm, 
Call & Response, 
Breaks, Groove etc.  

and traditions  

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices  

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history.  

Term 2b: 

Ukulele 3 

Students have the 
opportunity to study 
Ukulele again through 
building on prior 
knowledge learnt in the 
Year 7 music 
curriculum. This project 
consists of learning new 
chords and developing 
skill through more 
complicated strumming 
patterns and learning to 
pick the melody. This 
allows students to 
develop their technique 
and perform in an 
ensemble context. Key 
terminology is used 
throughout.  

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression  

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions  

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices  

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians  

 develop a deepening understanding of the 

music that they perform and to which they 

listen, and its history. 

Term 3a: 

Film Music 

As another prior 
stepping stone to GCSE 
Music, students look at 
the purpose of music in 
film and video-game 
music. New terminology 
includes leitmotifs. 
Students compose 
leitmotifs to a given brief 
which allows them to 
develop and refine 
compositional skills. 
Prior knowledge is built 
on through performing 
these on the keyboard 
and allowing students to 
experiment with the 
elements of music. 
Students listen carefully 
with particular 
awareness to mood and 
emotion.  

 play and perform confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression  

 improvise and compose; and extend and 
develop musical ideas by drawing on a 
range of musical structures, styles, genres 
and traditions  

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions  

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices  

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians  

 develop a deepening understanding of the 

music that they perform and to which they 

listen, and its history. 

Term 3b: The final unit which  play and perform confidently in a range of 



Solo 

Performance 

culminates the Key 
Stage 3 music study is 
Solo Performance. 
Students will have more 
choice over their study 
in this unit. They will 
build on their previously 
developed instrumental 
techniques and develop 
increasing knowledge 
on relevant notation, 
chords and musical 
awareness. 
Performances will take 
place in an individual 
context.  

solo and ensemble contexts using their 
voice, playing instruments musically, 
fluently and with accuracy and expression  

 improvise and compose; and extend and 
develop musical ideas by drawing on a 
range of musical structures, styles, genres 
and traditions  

 use staff and other relevant notations 
appropriately and accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres and traditions  

 identify and use the inter-related 
dimensions of music expressively and 
with increasing sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, different types of scales 
and other musical devices  

 listen with increasing discrimination to a 
wide range of music from great 
composers and musicians  

 develop a deepening understanding of the 
music that they perform and to which they 
listen, and its history.  

 

Year 9 Music 

SOW Knowledge & Skills Curriculum / Specification 

Term 1a: 

Musical Elements 

& Performance 

Learning MAD T-SHIRT 
musical elements. Listening 
with discrimination. Developing 
solo performance skills 

AoS 1, AoS 2, AoS 3, AoS 4, 
AoS 5 

Term 1b: 

Performance 

Composition 

Developing solo and ensemble 
performance skills. Learning 
how to compose in a style 

AoS 1 My Music 

Term 2a: 

The Concerto Through Time 

Composition 

Baroque Concerto Grosso / 
Solo Concerto, Classical 
Concerto, Romantic Concerto 

AoS 2 The Concerto Through 
Time, AoS 1 My Music 

Term 2b: 

Conventions of Pop 

Composition  

Rock ‘n’ Roll, Rock Anthems, 
Pop Ballads, Solo Artists 

AoS 5 Conventions of Pop 
AoS 1 My Music 

Term 3a: 

Film Music 

Composition 

Purpose of film music, 
leitmotifs, Western-Classical 
Music in films, enhancing 
mood 

AoS 4 Film Music 
AoS 1 My Music 

Term 3b: 

Solo & Ensemble 

Performance 

Performing as a soloist, 
performing as part of an 
ensemble. Refining repertoire, 
communication, technique 

AoS 1 My Music 

 

  



Year 10 Music 

SOW Knowledge & Skills Curriculum / Specification 

Term 1a: 

Performance  

Brief Composition 

Solo and ensemble 
performance skills. Developing 
composition skills through 
composing to a brief.  

AoS 1 My Music 

Term 1b: 

World Music 

Brief Composition 

Indian Classical Music, 
Bhangra, Eastern 
Mediterranean and Middle 
East, African Drumming, 
Central & South America 

AoS 3 Rhythms of the World 
AoS 1 My Music 

Term 2a: 

The Concerto Through Time 

Conventions of Pop 

Brief Composition 

Baroque Concerto Grosso / 
Solo Concerto, Classical 
Concerto, Romantic Concerto 
Rock ‘n’ Roll, Rock Anthems, 
Pop Ballads, Solo Artists 

AoS 2 The Concerto Through 
Time, AoS 1 My Music, 
AoS 5 Conventions of Pop 

Term 2b: 

World Music 

General listening  

Indian Classical Music, 
Bhangra, Eastern 
Mediterranean and Middle 
East, African Drumming, 
Central & South America 

AoS 3 Rhythms of the World 
 
 

Term 3a: 

Revision & Exam 

All knowledge revised.  AoS 1-5 

Term 3b: 

 

  

 

Year 12 Music 

SOW Knowledge & Skills Curriculum / 
Specification 

Term 1a: 

Careers in the Music Industry  

 

 

Knowledge of own place within a music, 
music related and/or creative industries 
context, Awareness of the professional 
landscape and opportunities within it across 
music and the creative industries 
Awareness and understanding of own 
suitability to a variety of music and/or 
creative industries roles, Awareness of 
training opportunities to support 
professional development in music and the 
creative industries, Understanding 
requirements for professional engagement 
and/or employment in music and/or the 
creative industries 

349 Planning for a 
Career in Music 
 

Term 1b: 

Performance  

 

Instrumental and/or vocal skills relevant to 
context, Skills to perform an effective 
musical set, appropriate to context, 
Listening skills appropriate to context, 
Understanding of stylistic and genre idioms, 
Understanding musical structures and 
arrangements, Understanding audience 

359 Live Music 
Performance 



expectation, Performing repertoire (either 
solo or with other musicians), Working 
efficiently and effectively with other 
musicians, where appropriate, 
Working efficiently with stage and technical 
crew, How to sound check effectively and 
efficiently, Engaging an audience, Health & 
Safety considerations and how to minimise 
risk in live performance, Self-evaluation, 
Gathering feedback and using it to inform 
on-going development. 

Term 2a: 

Music Event Management 

MOCK 

 

Event management strategies, promotional 
campaigns, marketing strategies, producing 
and implementing promotional materials, 
identifying clear goals, liaising with venues, 
supervising publicity campaigns, preparing 
venues in line with technical regulations, 
staging events showing appropriate 
standards of customer care 

Unit 389 Music 
Promotion and Event 
Management 

Term 2b: 

Music Event Management 

MOCK 

Term 3a:  

Auditions 

Goal setting & strategy development 
specific to auditioning for a range of musical 
roles, The audition process across a range 
of contexts and outcomes 
Effective auditioning skills relevant to a 
range of specific musical roles 
Instrumental and musicianship skills 
Understanding of context, Verbal and non-
verbal communication skills, Personal 
presentation skills, Self-analysis and self-
appraisal 

Unit 365 Auditioning 
for Music 

Term 3b: 

Careers 

Knowledge of own place within a music, 
music related and/or creative industries 
context, Awareness of the professional 
landscape and opportunities within it across 
music and the creative industries 
Awareness and understanding of own 
suitability to a variety of music and/or 
creative industries roles, Awareness of 
training opportunities to support 
professional development in music and the 
creative industries, Understanding 
requirements for professional engagement 
and/or employment in music and/or the 
creative industries 

Unit 349 Planning for 
a Career 

 

  



Year 13 Music 

SOW Knowledge & Skills Curriculum / 
Specification 

Term 1a: 

Rehearsals  

 

 

How to plan an effective rehearsal 
How to develop and rehearse repertoire 
appropriate to context, How to identify and 
set realistic, achievable targets, 
Instrumental and/or vocal technical skills, 
relevant to context 
Listening skills appropriate to context 
Understanding of musical structures and 
arrangements, Skills to arrange music in a 
rehearsal context, Rehearsing repertoire 
effectively (either solo or with other 
musicians) 
Techniques for working with other 
musicians, as appropriate, Skills to develop 
and agree communication techniques with 
other musicians, as appropriate, How to set 
up and sound check rehearsal room 
equipment, relevant to context 
Effective time and resource management 
Health & Safety considerations and how to 
minimise risk in rehearsal, Self-evaluation 
Gathering feedback and using it to inform 
on-going development. 

Unit 358 Music 
Rehearsal Skills 

Term 1b: 

Rehearsal Skills  

 

Term 2a: 

Music Event Management 

 

Event management strategies, promotional 
campaigns, marketing strategies, producing 
and implementing promotional materials, 
identifying clear goals, liaising with venues, 
supervising publicity campaigns, preparing 
venues in line with technical regulations, 
staging events showing appropriate 
standards of customer care 

Unit 389 Music 
Promotion and Event 
Management 

Term 2b: 

Music Event Management 

Term 3a: 

 

 

 
 
 
Course completion  

Term 3b: 

 

 

 


