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A Message from our Executive Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
We are close to the end of the first term of this 
academic year, of what has been a very busy few 
weeks. 
 
Thank you to all the parents/guardians who have been 
involved with the Year 11 and Year 13 Parent Evenings 
online.  I know that virtual events can, at times, have 
their technical difficulties and they are not the same as 
face-to-face to events.   
 
We are, however, going to have to continue with this 
method for at least the next term, based on the advice 
and guidance from Public Health, due to the increase in 
Covid-19 cases locally and the new Omicron variant, 
nationally.  We have been very lucky, so far, that we are 
averaging only two to three cases a week across the 
staff and student body and this has not disrupted the 
running of the school, or resulted in any closing of year 
groups.   
 

Covid-19 
The guidance from Public Health, the 
Government and the DfE has changed 
again and we do expect all staff and 
students to wear face masks/shields in 
communal areas, unless they are eating or are 
medically exempt.   
 
Students are also expected to wear face masks/shields 
on all school and public transport, unless medically 
exempt and our staff will be reminding them of this 
when getting on the buses after school.   
 
Another change to be aware of at present is that if 
anyone in a household has the new Omicron variant, 
or has been  a close contact with anyone who has the 
Omicron variant and they have been contacted by NHS 
Track and Trace, they are to take daily LFD tests for at 
least 7 days.  
 

At present, these are the only two changes to be 
bought into school.   
 
We will, of course, be continuing with our own 
procedures to make the school as Covid-safe as 
possible.  We would also ask that your child continues  
to test twice a week, even during the Christmas 
period, to try and reduce the possible spread of this 
virus.   
 
The DfE have also requested us to Lateral Flow Test 
students on site, before they return to school on 
Wednesday 5th January.   
 
We do not want to delay or stagger the start of the 
new term and, therefore, our staff have volunteered 
their additional day off, on Tuesday 4th January (which 
has been awarded to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum  
Jubilee), to come in and test students from 8.30am to 
6.00pm.  This will enable us to test the whole school in 
one day and our students’ education is not disrupted 
any further.  The whole school can then return, as 
planned, on Wednesday 5th January 2022.   
 
You will have received a letter last week about the 
testing and the time allocated for your child, along 
with a consent form for you to complete.  If you 
choose for your child not to be tested, this does not 
stop them returning to school, but it is a way of 
reducing the risk of the virus spreading after the 
holidays. 
 
We would also encourage any student who is eligible 
for the first or second vaccination, to book an 
appointment, if they wish to be vaccinated.  There are 
also many walk-in centres, based in the Bedford area, 
that are convenient and easy to use. 
 
Please can we reiterate that, if your child has any 
symptoms of Covid-19, you do not just carry out an 
LFT test, but you also get a Covid-19 PCR test.  They 
should also not attend school or public places. 
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We are very lucky now to have our own Covid-19 
testing centre in the Meadows just opposite the Co-op 
petrol station, in Sandy, just off the A1. 
 

Year 12 Graduation 
It was lovely to hold the Year 12 
Graduation Awards Event on Wednesday 
1st December.  This would usually be a big 
event with parents/guardians and guests 
invited to celebrate the graduation of our 
Year 11 students into Year 12, and to award their 
successes over this time.   
 
Unfortunately, due to the current restrictions in place, 
we were again not able, this year, to hold a large event.  
Instead, we invited our Year 12 students to come and 
celebrate their graduation and awards with their peers 
and staff members.  Please see a selection of 
photographs later in this edition of our newsletter. 
 
It was a really lovely event and I would like to thank 
Mrs Halls, Mrs Hinson and Mr Levesley for all of their 
hard work in planning and organising this event.  It was 
a delightful way to spend an evening with Year 12 
students who have missed out on so many events and 
memories, due to the continuing Covid-19 restrictions. 

 
Golden Day 
As I write this, we will be re-joining 
as a whole school,  following a very 
successful Golden Day on Tuesday 
14th December.  Students’ 
behaviour was impeccable  on the 
external trips, as they visited Gravity, 
Top Jump, Ice Skating and Cinema, 
along with their Christmas shopping in Centre:MK.   
 
Many students chose the enjoy their rewards in school, 
taking part in Performing Arts, Sports, Arts & Crafts, 
Christmas Baking, Technology, Crafts, Theme Park and 
Science activities.  Student behaviour was as  
impeccable within school and they produced some 
impressive pieces.  Please see a selection of 
photographs later in this edition. 

A number of our Sixth Form 
students enjoyed a visit to 
Winter Wonderland, in 
London, for a magical 
experience, which was 

enjoyed by them all.  As always, our Sixth Form 
students were a credit to themselves and the school. 

 
Students 
It continues to be a real pleasure for all of us to work 
with the students in the school, as they are highly 
engaged in what they are doing.   
 
It has been so nice to see how supportive they are of 
each other and what lovely manners they show.  I can 
especially evidence this, from watching them cross the 
roads in the morning, to students holding doors open 
for each other and staff.   It really is so nice to see 
them happy and motivated in what they are doing, 
especially in this very strange time that we are all 
living in.   
 
It still surprises me how resilient children are and how 
receptive they are to change and how quickly they 
adapt.  You, as parents/guardians should be 
incredibly proud of your child(ren), as are we.   
 
This has been a long term, but not an easy one.  It is 
also the first term in over 18 months that has not been 
disrupted to Covid-19.   We are extremely proud of 
our students and how they contribute to the school 
community. 
 
End of Term 
Our Sixth Form students will finish for the Christmas 
holidays on Wednesday 15th December, as long as 
they are up to date with all of their work and have 
completed their UCAS applications, otherwise they 
will be expected in school for the last two days. 
 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 will have normal 
lessons until Friday 17th December, when they will 
finish school at 12.20pm and they can start the 
Christmas holidays.   
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If you do not wish your child to leave at this time, 
please let us know and we will be keep them in school 
until the normal end of the school day.   
 
The school buses have been organised to come to the 
school at 12.20pm on this day and our school 
minibuses will also run at this time. 
 

Abuse of Staff – Reception Staff 
Please be aware we do not tolerate abuse of our staff 
on any level at anytime and especially our 
receptionists.   
 
We have had a number of occasions when some 
parents/guardians have been verbally threatening and 
intimidating towards our staff, as well as using 
inappropriate language.   Our Receptionists are happy 
to forward on messages and help as much as they can 
to resolve issues, but they do not have the answers to 
all your queries, nor can they make decisions.   
 
Please, therefore, do not shout at them or threaten 
them in any way, otherwise we will have to take further 
action. 

 
Medical Officer 
We now have a full-time, onsite Medical Officer who 
will deal with all medical issues and first aid with the 
students and staff.  Mrs J Burton, is a fully qualified 
nurse and we are very lucky to have her join our team. 
 

Communication over the Holidays 
Please be aware that we will be closing our telephone 
lines at 12.45pm on Friday 17th December and we will 
not be reopening them until 8.00am on Wednesday 5th 
January 2022.   
 
To allow our staff have a complete break and to help 
them improve their positive mental health, we will not 
be monitoring emails during this time either.  If you do 
need to get hold of the school in an emergency, please 
email khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com.    

 
We would like to thank you all, our parents/guardians, 
for your continued support throughout this challenging 
time. 
 
Wishing you all a very happy and healthy Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

 Miss K Hayward 
Executive Principal 

Key Dates: 

4th January 2022 - LFD Testing in School 

5th January 2022 -  All Staff and Students  

    Return to School 

14th- 18th February -  Half Term 

21st February 2022 -  All Staff and Students  

    Return to School 

4th - 18th April 2022 -  Easter Holidays 

19th April 2022 -   All Staff and Students  

    Return to School 

mailto:khayward@sandysecondaryschool.com
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Well done, Chloe-Louise, what a fantastic opportunity! 

 

I auditioned for a part in Aladdin with a youth theatre group called 

RARE productions.  They do lots of productions for 8-21 year olds.  

In the audition I had to sing a short verse from a song, I had to 

dance in a small group and I had to say a line of one of the 

characters from Aladdin.  

Two weeks later I got a letter that came in the post saying that I had 

got a part in the ensemble.  I rehearsed with RARE productions in a 

school in Bedford (9:00 - 11:30 am) every Sunday.   

 

 

 

In these rehearsals we would practise and learn the dances and 

we would learn the songs as well as doing some acting..  After I 

had completed the rehearsals I had one dress rehearsal and two 

shows in front of a live audience.  

 

 

 

 

   After the last performance in the Bedford corn exchange I 

got a certificate of participation.  It was an amazing 

experience and would recommend it to other young 

people.  

Stars in the Spotlight ! 
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Graduation 2021 
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Golden Day, December 2021 
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